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Nous avons encore beaucoup d’actions 
à poser, beaucoup de combat à mener 
pour atteindre les objectifs que nous nous 
sommes fixés. Toutefois, nous sommes 
convaincus, qu’ensemble, nous y par-
viendrons.
Pour l’heure, nous vous souhaitons de 
très bonnes vacances et nous vous don-
nons rendez-vous au mois d’octobre.

The last three months have been cha-
racterised by an intense activity and 

focus on health and the protection of wo-
men.

Our programme, “Action Against Can-
cer”, is progressing along the triple orien-
tation we have defined: Prevention, treat-
ment, and support to enable an efficient 
approach to female cancers. This term we 
have focused on setting up new screening 

equipment and structures, on making the 
diagnostic framework more caring, on 
producing information tools aimed at 
healthcare professionals and particularly 
the elaboration of an early detection guide 
for breast and cervical cancer, on the set-

ting up of the first register of cancers in 
Gabon and on the realisation of geotech-
nical studies of the living space which 
will be open to patients and families.

The month of May was paced by our 
“Every Mother Counts” tour. We 

scoured across six provinces of Gabon in 
order to evaluate maternal structures as 
close to the ground as possible in order to 
then support our populations in the most 

efficient way possible. Seventeen towns, 
twenty health structures, 5,800 birthing 

kits distributed, 5,800 insecticide nets 
handed out. In the light of what we saw, 
we will not be sparing our efforts in rai-
sing awareness and convincing everyone 
that it is the duty of each and every one of 

us and the responsibility of all to engage 
in this battle: for our families, for our 
communities, for our country.

On the 23 June, the Celebration of the 
Fourth International Widows’ Day, the 
Foundation once again mobilised its 
troops. On the agenda: Informing widows 
on the progress of laws destined to protect 
them, awareness campaigning regarding 

persisting acts of spoliation and abuse, 
and an appeal to all actors concerned. Our 
voluntary workers also distributed 10,000 
mauve ribbons, a symbol of solidarity, 
and an occasion to remind everyone of 
the law and to fight every resistance to 
respecting it.

We still have many actions to put forth, 
many fights to lead in order to reach the 
objectives we have set ourselves. Howe-
ver, we are convinced that together, we 
will succeed.

For now, we hope you will enjoy your ho-
lidays and we look forward to seeing you 
again in October.

« prevention, treatment and support »

« We still have many actions to 
put forth, many fights to lead in 
order to reach the objectives we 
have set ourselves. However, we 
are convinced that together, we 
will succeed ».

Young mother with her kids.

Awareness of the juridical and administra-
tive procedures for the living spouse.

Detection of the uterus and breast cancer at 
I.C.L.
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Within the scope of its Initiatives for 
Women, the Sylvia Bongo Ondim-

ba Foundation for the the family has made 
a commitment to working for the preven-
tion and treatment of cancer and, more 
specifically of female cancers, in Gabon.

Since 2013 the Action Against Cancer 
programme of the Foundation is conduc-
ted as a collaboration with the Lalla Salma 
Foundation – Preventionand Treatment of 
Cancer in Morocco, which provides the 
Gabonese treatment system with its very 
developed expertise in this domain.

One year ago the first workshop took 

place in Libreville.

Our plan has already allowed for signi-
ficant progress and we are going to pro-
gress further. If we were to draw up first 
conclusions, what would they be?

The Cancer Institute of Libreville 
(ICL) is Operational

In the short term, priority was given to 
supporting ICL in order for it to beco-
me functional. This was made possible 
thanks to the efforts and involvement of 
each and every one. The Garden of Soli-
darity and Hope was also inaugurated and 
on that occasion we received many mes-
sages, some of them moving.

Early Screening is Also Partly
Operational

Early screening is operational within ten 
out of nineteen structures. The remaining 
structures should follow suite before the 

end of July. Women are screened and re-
ferred to these structures. As an example, 
between January and May 2014, almost 
1,000 women were examined thanks to 
the training of 127 practitioners.

The first guide on early detection of 
cervical and breast cancer is about to 
be finalised and will be distributed to 
practitioners in the course of the coming 
weeks. This publication marks an impor-
tant step forward, which we are taking to-
gether to reinforce the skills of healthcare 
staff, by allowing each one of them to 
actively participate in the national female 
cancer prevention process.
This document, a first in our country, was 
thought up as a daily support tool for the 
training sessions initiated on early detec-
tion of breast and cervical cancer and for 
the delivery of screening actions and dia-
gnosis of female cancers.

Docteur Latifa Belakhel, cancer’s head project 
manager of the Ministery of Health in Morocco .

Radiotherapy Departmentat I.C.L . Room dedicated to early detections of cervical  
cancer of the the uterus.

*1 In Gabon, the most frequently occurring cancers are cervical cancer (19.4%) and breast cancer (11.0%).

«One year has passed. One year of 
cooperation. One year of challen-
ges. One year of progress. One year 
of confidence. One year of engage-
ment, hand-in-hand for sufferers, 
and for Gabon.».

Action Against
Cancer
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The First Cancer Register in Gabon 
has Been Set Up

This register enables us from now on to 
register all epidemiology data on cancer 
and take a significant leap forward in un-
derstand the disease.

The Awareness Campaigning Work 
Has Commenced

2014 will stand out as the year of a mini 
revolution. The Sylvia Bongo Ondimba 
Foundation for the Family has broken 
the ice: the foundation has mentioned the 
word cancer. It has caused people to sit 
up.

And Above All, It Has Caused People 
to Talk

During the World Cancer Day, on 4 Fe-
bruary, we called for people to come 
forward and organise a programme which 
was aired via many local and pan-African 
media. This programme aimed to provi-
de significant information on cancer in its 
entirety: the symptoms which determine 
it, both in men and women, its prevention, 
and the total treatment package proposed 
by ICL. The origin of this mobilisation 
was a particular desire to fight ignorance 
and preconceived ideas about cancer.

What About Our Living Space?

An agreement with the Ministry of Health 
has now been ratified and we are in the 
final stages of coming up with a concept 
for the structure. We should shortly be en-
tering the construction phase.

A whole new year of projects is opening 
up before us. We will carry this momen-
tum forward. We will lift/expose taboos. 

We will mobilise energy and force cancer 
back.

Early Screening of Female Cancers

Early Screening of Female Can-
cers: After Focusing on Training 
Healthcare Staff, We Focus on Re-
furbishing Equipment of Healthcare 
Structures

Within its early screening female cancer 
programme on a national scale, the Syl-
via Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the 
Family is continuing its action after orga-
nising training sessions for medical staff 
on how to use the colposcope and other 
early screening techniques. Over the last 
two months, efforts have been focused on 
equipping for diagnostic structures and 
fifteen screen structures in the healthcare 
regions of Libreville-Owendo and Ouest. 
At the same time, refurbishment work 
on the early screening units within these 
structures has been launched. This is a 
small scale refurbishment (2) work which 
will enable patients to consult in a secure 
and caring environment. Progressively, 
and at a rate of two to three health regions 
per year, the foundation intends to spread 
its early screening of female cancer pro-
gramme across the whole of Gabon.

A Year of Cooperation Gabon-Morocco

A year after the start of our involvement 
in this fight, an important Moroccan de-
legation made up of the Lalla Salma 
Foundation and the Moroccan Ministry of 
Health, participated in a certain number 
of activities in Libreville, from 16 – 18 
June last. On the agenda, a visit to three 
diagnostic and early screening units in 
Libreville and Melen and various consul-
tations along three strategic lines: preven-
tion, treatment of the disease, and finally 
patient care.
Although extraordinary advances have 
been achieved in the fight against cancer 
and patient care in Gabon in just one year, 
many actions are still necessary: setting 
up of a national plan to fight cancer, 
extending screening to all regions of 
the country, improving patient care 
at ICL. As for the living space which 

will be built by the Sylvia Bongo Ondim-
ba Foundation within the grounds of ICL, 
the geotechnical study, the elaboration of 
plans and the cahiers des charges have 
already been finalised.

Work session between gabonese and moroc-
can expert.

Training session colposcop.

2 Painting, refurbishing, plumbing, menuiserie, updating the electric and air conditioning systems.

Action Against
Cancer
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Health of mother and child constitutes 
one of the founding principles for 

building our future.Nowadays still too 
many Gabonese women fail to benefit 
from the specialised care of a midwife, of 
a birthing suite, of the medication neces-
sary to avoid complications during child-
birth.Many of them do not even consult a 
doctor or visit a hospital during the course 
of their pregnancy.

This is why one of the Sylvia Bongo 
Ondimba Foundation for the Family’s 
flagship projects in 2014 is to improve 
childbirth conditions. The Sylvia Bongo 
Ondimba Foundation for the Family has 
therefore decided to precisely map out the 
situation regarding maternity structures 
in the nine provinces of Gabon in order 
to create a database of mother and child 
mortality factors.

This preliminary and indispensable stu-

dy based on thirty-five rural and urban 
health centres, thirteen mother and 
child centres, forty-one medical centres 
and regional hospitals, will enable us 
to lead concrete actionsin order to raise 
standards, to deliver training and to lobby 
political instances in order to ensure that 
we strictly adhere to World Health Orga-
nisation (WHO) standards.

From 12th May to the 20th June, the 
Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for 
the Family intensively surveyed six pro-
vinces of our country: Ogooué-Ivindo, 
Woleu-Ntem, Ogooué-Lolo and Haut-
Ogooué. Later we visited Estuaire and 
Nyanga.

The aim of this caravan was first and fo-
remost to assess maternity structures on 
the ground and up close, and to evaluate 
the mother and child needs of our popu-
lations. 

The foundation received a warm welco-
me from five regional hospital centres 
and no less than 18 medical centres in 
the provinces visited where the founda-
tion also distributed 5,500 birthing kits 
containing sterilised equipment and a 
first aid kit to enable safe delivery of care 
by healthcare personnel and to improve 
treatment for women during childbirth. 
In addition to this,5,500 insecticide nets 
will be distributed to mothers who will 
visit these structures.

In general we noted that regional hospital 
centres (CHR) were functional and ope-
rated in accordance to WHO standards. 
The situation in medical centres was less 
positive overall: The ones which benefit 
from the presence of highly-motivated 
personnel and which efficiently use the 
“Caisse Nationale d’Assurance Maladie 
et de Garantie Sociale” (CNAMGS), de-
liver high-quality treatment to their pa-

Midwife Medical Center Makokou.

Every Mother Counts”: Priority 2014 !

TOUTES LES MAMANS COMPTENT

Every
Mother Counts
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tients; on the other hand, others are 
lagging with poorly-qualified per-
sonnel operating within run-down 
and under-equipped structures, or 
sometimes even worse, totally aban-
doned and suffering from lack of wa-
ter and electricity.

Thanks to this caravan we were able 
to clearly identify the principal bar-
riers to optimal delivery within re-
gional hospital centres (CHR) and 
healthcare centres (CM). The recur-
ring problem is one of budget, which 
leads to delays in the payment of bills 
and to a shortage of medication. It is 
also a question of shortage of quali-
fied personnel whose ongoing trai-
ning is not kept up, as well as of total 
lack of monitoring and assessment 
of human resources which would 
enable better management of these 
resources.

Now that this tour is over, we are 
able to formulate a first set of recom-
mendations. We must target commu-
nication campaigns toward our po-
pulations in order to improve the 
rate at which they use maternity 
structures, to decrease the rate of 
youth pregnancy and to accelerate 
the rate of subscription of women 
to CNAMGS (National Health and 
Social Insurance).  At the same 
time, efforts will need to be made 
to motivate healthcare personnel to 
serve in the remotest regions of Ga-
bon by setting up incentive-based 
measures in the form of bonuses 
etc. Furthermore, ongoing training 
and follow-up sessions will need to 
be put in place for healthcare per-
sonnel in order for staff to acquire 
a certain degree of autonomy in the 

use of complex technological equip-
ment. Finally, the Sylvia Bongo On-
dimba Foundation will need to match 
the data collected on the ground with 
health statistics available as well as 
with assessment results from surveys 
conducted in the mother and child 
services with the support of AMREF.
This work will enable us to exercise 
an educated choice when it comes to 
the areas in which our programme 
(“Every Mother Counts”) should 
intervene as a matter of priority; it 
will also enable us to reflect on the 
improvement of structures, on how 
to encourage healthcare personnel, 
and how to develop prevention tools 
relating to mother and child health.

At this point, one of the flagship 
projects of the foundation is to 
improve childbirth conditions 
and we are making this pro-
gramme one of our priorities.

We are also convinced, howe-
ver, that this is the responsi-
bility of each and every one 
of us, for our families, for our 
communities, for our country, 
because Every Mother Counts!

A young woman and her twins at Ovan.

Every
Mother Counts
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A young volontary of the Founation during the International Widows Day, on the 23rt of June 2013.

Journee Internationale des veuves

1 Baudelaire Charles, Petits poèmes en prose ou le Spleen de Paris, 1862 /  2Statistic report of the study on the situations of widows in Gabon, 2011.

« Have you ever at times spotted 
widows on a bench, solitary, poor 
widows,
Be they in mourning or not, they 
are easy to spot...»1

It is in these terms that the poet Baude-
laire appeals to the passer-by to notice 

the vulnerability and great loneliness of 
widows.  Who would not feel compassion 
at their fate, often compared to that of or-
phans?  But out of 250 million widows 
around the world, few are those whom 
our natural empathy supports through 
their grief and helps through their recons-
truction process, both material and per-
sonal.  Far too many widows still suffer, 
for instance in Africa, the oppression of 
all-powerful in-laws, who expose them to 
rites belonging to centuries gone by, and 
do not hesitate to deprive them of their 
due.

Since 2001, the Foundation has engaged 
in a fight so that this ultimate violence 
perpetrated against women who are often 
weakened and aging may be recognised 
as such and fought with strength.  It has 
also engaged in the support of widows at-
tempting to regain their rights. Thanks to 
the efforts of the First Lady, the National 
Assembly of the United Nations adopted 
on the 21st December 2010 Resolution 
65/189 making the 23rd June each year 

International Widows’ Day.

In order to mobilise the totality of the 
Gabonese population and to appeal to the 
authorities to adhere to this major cause in 
the public interest, the Foundation, during 
the 23rd June last, intensified its aware-
ness actions through the distribution of 
10,000 mauve ribbons together with a 
hand-out explaining the judicial and ad-
ministrative process for the surviving 
spouse in Libreville as well as inland.

We might add that journalists enthusiasti-
cally supported this awareness campaign 
by wearing the mauve ribbon on air as a 
sign of solidarity.
Finally, this nationwidedistribution was 
supported by an information and aware-
ness campaign through the media, in or-
der for the fight lead for the recognition of 
our widows’ rights to stop being the fight 
of a few, and become the fight of each and 
every one of us.

Widows have rights, we 
must respect them.

In Gabon2 :

47% of widows are still victims of 
abuse and spoliation

against Only 21%who benefit from their  
        rights.

International
Widows Day
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Women aware of the legal and administrative process of 
surviving a voluntary Foundation spouse.

The volontaries of the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation.

Since then, in Gabon, many legislative and regulatory mea-
sures in favour of a reinforced protection of the rights of the 
surviving spouse have been taken, enabling among other 
things:

- The heirs of deceased public service employees to re-
ceive a death-in-service benefit

- The surviving spouse and orphans in financial difficulty 
to benefit from legal aid

- The inheritance advice to replace family counselling

- Officers of the judicial police to intervene in case of “of-
fending by spoliation”

- The surviving spouse or his/her representative to obtain 
that a death certificate be handed to him by the Registrar, 
as it would be to the in-laws.

We have made significant progress but we still have a long 
way to go, if only in the general mentality which is still ex-
tremely disparaging to widowhood.

International
Widows Day
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In Gabon, the social and professional 
integration of people suffering from 

motor disability represents a significant 
challenge.  In the course of its Initiatives 
for Solidarity, the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba 
Foundation for the Family has been in-
volved with those living with a disability 
in Gabon since 2010. There are in fact 
27,00 people suffering from some 
sort of disability in our country, 
57% of whom are living with a 
mobility impairment.
Our involvement is first and foremost 
aiming to contribute to the social inte-
gration of these people by improving the 
conditions in which they are able to get 
about.  To this aim, our Solidarity Handi-
cap program focuses on providing mobi-
lity tools (wheelchairs, electric scooters, 
crutches…) as well as on the maintenance 
and repair of equipment through our 
workshop.  To this day, 605 people living 
with motor disability have benefited from 
the donation of wheelchairs (manual or 

electric) and scooters in the 9 provinces 
around the country.  The electric wheel-
chairs and scooters, which provide exten-
sive autonomy, have been handed out as 
a matter of priority to employees.  Pupils 
and students have also been chosen as re-
cipients of electric wheelchairs designed 
to support them in the pursuit of their stu-
dies.  360 recipients, young people and 
employees, have achieved full autonomy 
in their journey to school or workplace.
This year, the pursuit of this pro-
gram of distribution of handicap 
mobility equipment has taken the 
form of a donation of 217 extra 
pieces of equipment in Libreville 
as well as inland.

Maintenance workshop to handicap

605 people living with   
         motor disability have  
         benefited from the  
         donation of wheelchairs

Handicap
Solidarity
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We started on 10th June last in the region of Es-
tuaire with the donation of 14 manual wheelchairs 
for adults and children and of 37 walking frames.

The ultimate objective of this program is to parti-
cipate actively in the autonomisation of the indivi-
dual and in his of her social integration.  
Regular appeals go out to the population, but also 
to NGO and public instances, in favour of the di-
sabled.

The Disability workshop is moving

The wheelchair and scooter maintenance and re-
pair workshop is moving in July 2014 because of 
major work being carried out at Port Môle!  This 
workshop will be relocated in one of the buildings 
belonging to the Gabonese Red Cross (CRG), who 
will progressively move into partnership with the 
Foundation on this activity.

Handicap
Solidarity
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