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People educated about women’s
cancers since the launch of the Taking
Action against Cancer project

Treated mosquito nets handed out in the 9
provinces over the course of 7 years

Free meals served to street youths over the
past 2 yearss

Women screened since the launch of the
Taking Action against Cancer project

Vocational Handbooks handed out since
the launch of the programme

Mobility devices distributed over the
course of 7 years

Minors in the Libreville Central Prison
schooled since 2011

Residents at the Maison d’Alice since its
opening

Young girls and boys integrated into
the Ozavino program: 17 scholarship
students and 13 students from the Ozavino
Incubator
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A word from Sylvia Bongo
Ondimba, the Founder
“Alone we go faster, together we go further” This has been our motto
throughout the year.

I

n 2017, we made the choice of maturity. We have taken the time to
look back and evaluate the impact of our commitment to solidarity,
strengthen our actions or amend them in order to best meet the needs of our
communities and promote their empowerment.
Our ambition to help the most vulnerable to take their destiny into their
own hands remains our driving force and gives meaning to all our actions,
whether it is providing mobility devices to people living with motor disabilities,
intensifying the fight against women’s cancers, developing supportive care at la
Maison d’Alice, or providing support for health and education.
To meet these new challenges, we have put at the core of our commitment
notions of mutual aid, unity, solidarity, and fundamental values that have been
widely expressed in all our initiatives, for the benefit of youth, women and
people affected by the vagaries of life.
Many of you have worked at our side to foster awareness, prevention and early
detection of women’s cancers. Many of you were at our side at la Maison
d’Alice, volunteering your energy, your time and your passion to help patients,
cruelly bruised in their flesh and their selves, to rebuild their lives and regain
courage.
For this trust and altruism you showed, I want to say thank you.
In this year 2017, we believe we have sown beautiful things into people’s lives,
but we have also received a lot from you. Through your encouragements, your
smiles, your donations, your presence, you have told us in the best possible way
that we are not alone but truly together, to go further...
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Governance
The Sylvia Bongo Ondimba
Foundation for the Family relies on a
values-based management approach.
It favours solidarity, creativity and
innovation and is shaped around
a common culture geared towards
public interest.
Our mission is to encourage

all Gabonese to become true
development partners and the first
actors of their own success, so
that all can benefit from these new
opportunities.

Our field of action is the entire

population of Gabon, especially its
most vulnerable elements, so that all
causes are heeded and heard.
Our strength lays in our expertise in

the matters at hand, our knowledge
of Gabon and our ability to mobilize
and gather national and international
expertise to encourage and promote
the best initiatives within a process of
accountability.

Values
Honesty and Integrity

Complementarity

We operate in a professional
environment based on trust and
tolerance and we act with energy
and objectivity for the benefit of the
majority.

Our actions are designed to
complement those of public
authorities. We work in collaboration
with the authorities, as well as with
organizations and companies that
abide by our principles.

Solidarity

We build capacity for individuals and
communities to act together so that
together we can find lasting solutions
to their problems.

Family

are geared towards
strengthening family values in all
their dimensions..
Professionalism

We strive to promote an inspiring
and stimulating team spirit, where
everyone is able to work effectively
and thrive through tangible actions
for the benefit of all.

We believe in what constitutes the
bedrock of our society and the heart
of the Gabonese Nation: our families
and our communities. Our actions

Missions
Raise awareness of themes

Take action through the

neglected by the general public by
speaking on behalf of those who
cannot make themselves heard.

implementation of tangible projects
adhering closely to the needs
expressed by the people.

Galvanise economic and political

operators by enabling them to engage
in an active approach, at national,
regional and international levels.

Innovate by offering creative and

sustainable solutions focused on
excellence.

Governance, Values and Missions
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Initiatives for Women
We want to promote the role of women within their
families, and give them a leading role at the heart of our
communities, by promoting their access to healthcare to
fight against the most common non-communicable and
communicable diseases.

Initiatives for Youth
We want to support, educate, guide and stimulate young
people in school and university environments to give
them a better understanding of the professional world.
We also want to encourage them to take responsibility
so that they can prepare their future in the best possible
conditions.

Initiatives for Solidarity
We want to assist vulnerable people by helping them find
their place in society and by associating them with the
socio-economic development of the country.

Support to the community
We want to contribute to access to healthcare and health
for populations by providing them with key devices for
common and utilitarian use. Along the same lines, we
want to bring our expertise and assistance to NGOs who
work in the field of solidarity through calls for proposals.

Our Fields of Action
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Pink October

7 000
Women informed by associations during
Pink October in Libreville and Port
Gentil

The Foundation has placed a great emphasis on communication and
information in the fight against women’s cancers.
Since 2014, every major international or national event dedicated to this
issue has been an opportunity for the Foundation and its partners to raise the
awareness of the Gabonese population to the following messages:
•

the reality of the disease in Gabon, beyond taboos and perceptions;

•

the importance of screening for cervical and breast cancers;

But it was also a unique opportunity to:
•

give hope to patients by explaining the means and treatments available in
Gabon;

•

galvanise all public and private actors to help fight against cancer.

Several campaigns were rolled out:
•

Awareness and screening campaigns for breast and cervical cancer: Pink
October 2014, 2015 and 2016;

•

World Cancer Day 2014, 2015 and 2016;

•

Gabon Marathon with the La Gabonaise race, dedicated to the fight
against women’s cancers: 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017 editions.

The 4th edition of Pink October 2017 was particularly marked by a
remarkable mobilization of many local associations and companies, who
made the campaign theirs through strong awareness and information actions,
which made it possible to federate even more women.
Over 70 companies and 17 associations took part in this edition, mobilising in
the field, and raising awareness for over 7000 people in Libreville and PortGentil.

1

1: A moment of comfort
between the President of
the Foundation and the
residents of la Maison
d’Alice
2017 Highlights
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La Gabonaise: a women’s race dedicated to raising awareness to women’s
cancers

100% sporty, 100% women, 100% supportive.
The 5th edition of La Gabonaise women’s race within the Gabon Marathon
took place on December 2nd, 2017. 5180 motivated and militant women
made strides in raising awareness to women’s cancers.
As in previous years, proceeds from entries were entirely donated to the
Foundation in support of its Taking Action Against Cancer programme.
The Foundation’s stand within the marathon village, hosted several awarenessraising activities, the dissemination of content and a TV show welcoming
medical specialist and patients.
La Gabonaise is the women’s race of the Gabon Marathon, initiated by the
Foundation. Over the course of 5 editions, this event has become the main
attraction of Gabon’s biggest amateur sports weekend.
Taking part in La Gabonaise means running for yourself and running for
others.

1
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The AFAC Conference ( Franco-African Association for Cancer Research)

The fight against cancer is a core initiative for the Foundation. This
commitment also includes complementary actions and synergy with local and
international institutional actors.
The scientific symposium of the Franco-African Association for Cancer
Research (AFAC) was held on February 4 and 5, 2017.
Supported and hosted by the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the
Family, the conference was a great success, with over 120 experts and
members of the oncology community taking part. The goal of the conference
was to share best practices. The discussions focused on awareness of early
detection, advances in chemotherapy treatment, and the need to increase
training efforts for care providers in order to improve care for patients.

2

1: A view of some lively
runners during La
Gabonaise
2: AFAC group
photograph
2017 Highlights
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Annual Ceremony for the delivery of mobility equipment to people with
disabilities

On November 30, at the Libreville Mairie (City Hall), in the presence of
the President of the Foundation, the Mayor of Libreville and several other
personalities, a ceremony was held for people living with a disability who were
presented with wheeled assistive devices. Over a hundred people responded to
the Foundation’s invitation.
It was an opportunity to look back on the six years that the Foundation has
dedicated to improving the living conditions of people with disabilities,
and to reaffirm its commitment to all types of disabilities. On this occasion
the Foundation announced that the focus of the disability project will now
be placed on inclusive education, via support to associations acting in this
context.
1
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Inauguration of la Maison d’Alice

La Maison d’Alice was officially inaugurated on February 4, 2017, in the
presence of the Minister for Health. Approximately 150 guests, including
officials, partners and sponsors, honoured us with their presence at that time.
One of our goals, when we created this Residential Care Facility, was to
offer an adequate support solution to the patients of the Cancer Institute of
Libreville (ICL) who do not have accommodation in Libreville, so that they
do not give up their treatment and that their daily life, during their stay in
Libreville, is improved.
Adjoining the ICL, la Maison d’Alice, thanks to its strategic location, greatly
facilitates access to care and treatment for patients. During their stay, a
multidisciplinary team ensures they benefit from a friendly and caring
environment.

« This house was designed to be a haven of peace. A friendly and warm environment,
where men, women, children, weakened by the disease and at a time of confusion, could
put down settle down for a while, giving them time to receive care and regain confidence.
A time for stillness. A time for peace. And with respect for human dignity » in the
words of Sylvia Bongo Ondimba, President of the Foundation.
Since its opening, la Maison d’Alice offers many activities and adapted
supportive care such as acupuncture, Pilates dance, support group sessions,
cosmetic and beauty treatments, soft gymnastics, physiotherapy as well as
spiritual support.

1: Group photo during
the mobility equipment
ceremony

Several shared spaces allow residents to welcome visitors in order to maintain
useful ties with the outside world. La Maison d’Alice is also open to people
accompanying patients, who we also accommodate during the patient’s stay.

2: Alice cutting the ribbon
2
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Specialized educators trained in the Montessori method help the youngest
with their schooling.
Patient care is comprehensive at la Maison d’Alice.
This residential care facility allows residents to come together, bonds are
created, conversations start, the treatment, which is often heavy, takes place in
an environment filled with positive emotions.
At la Maison d’Alice people live, people move on, in a cocoon of hope, even
if treatment can sometimes be painful. Celebrating Christmas was a highlight,
a moment for sharing and symbiosis between Foundation staff, residents and
hospital staff.
The closing ceremony of Pink October 2017, at the end of a month dedicated
to increasing awareness and screening for breast and cervical cancer, took
place in la Maison d’Alice, in the presence of the President of the Foundation
and several associations and companies that had volunteered, as a way to
show that the facility is open to everyone who wants to get involved in the fight
against women’s cancers.

« My daughter has been treated
at the ICL since October 2017,
her left leg was amputated in
early December, and then we
went back to la Maison d’Alice.
Here my daughter is well
taken care of. She has regular
assistance from an educator and,
once a week, she keeps going
with her chemotherapy sessions.
I am only sorry that I have to
be away from my other children
in order to take care of my sick
daughter. »
Clémence, 36,
mother of 13-year-old Iricia suffering
from cancer of the shinbone, from
Mbigou
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« Thank you for the comfort
and care offered at la Maison
d’Alice. I have breast cancer
I had an operation and today
I live with only one breast,
and I receive daily support of
the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba
Foundation. I very much hope
that it will help me obtain a
breast prosthesis, because I want
to live and feel beautiful despite
the disease. »
Michèle, 42,
living with breast cancer, from
Moanda

2017 Highlights

17

18

2017 Activity report

6 202
Women screened including 2265 in
mobile unit

One of the battles fought by the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the
Family, is to help reduce the incidence and mortality rate of the most common
types of cancer among women in Gabon, through prevention, treatment and
support. Our long-term vision is to make Gabon a centre of excellence in the
fight against cancer in Central Africa.
The overall strategy of the 2013-2017 cancer plan can be defined as follows:
•

Prevention through early detection of cervical and breast cancer, HPV
vaccination for young girls and awareness campaigns;

•

Treatment, via specialist training for medical practitioners in medical
oncology, radiotherapy, nuclear medicine, as well as organizational and
technical support at the Cancer Institute of Libreville (ICL);

•

Supporting patients, with the construction of Residential Care Facility «la
Maison d’Alice», which welcomes and supports the sick and their families
and offers several types of supportive care.

Alongside its outreach actions led in close proximity to populations, the
Foundation also uses its leadership to actively campaign and raise the
awareness of public authorities in order to obtain that screening and
treatment for cancer patients are free of charge and that there is access to
quality treatment for all.
These projects are lead in partnership with the Health ministry and the
technical support of the Lalla Salma Foundation for the Prevention and
Treatment of Cancers.
Project description

According to the 2015 Globocan study, in Gabon, the most common types
of cancer are cervical and breast cancers. It is therefore essential to raise
awareness of early detection possibilities.
Since launching our «Taking Action Against Cancer» programme in 2013, we
have set up 55 early detection units in the 9 provinces of Gabon.
Activities

The activities of the Early Detection Unit for Breast and Cervical Cancers
(DPCSC) were as follows:
•

Installation of new early detection units in the towns of Lastourville,
Koulamoutou, Makokou, Tchibanga and Mayumba;

•

First mission using a mobile unit in 4 provinces - Moyen Ogoué, Ogoué
Lolo, Ogoué Ivindo and Nyanga;

•

Supervision and audit of the Estuaire structures.

Initiatives for Women
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The partnership with the Cancer Institute of Libreville has been further
strengthened by:
•

Supplying anti-cancer drugs, as well medical and computer equipment;

•

Capacity building for ICL oncology teams with the return from Morocco
of 4 doctors having completed their specialist training;

•

Training of early detection providers in newly covered areas;

•

Creating of the mobile palliative care unit.

invasive cancer cases diagnosed

The mobile palliative care unit:
Palliative care, started early in the treatment of the disease, improves quality
of life, management of the symptoms and, in some cases, increases life
expectancy. It is continuous, evolving, coordinated care, given by a multiprofessional team.
Recognizing the value of this care for low-income patients, the FSBO has
set up a mobile palliative care team (ESPM) within the ICL, which travels
to patients’ homes under the supervision. of Dr. Anne-Marie Puidupin. The
ESPM has undertaken the following actions:
•

Awareness and information of ICL teams and practitioners, patients and
families;

•

Development of the documentation related to the mobile unit;

•

Awareness campaign to promote home palliative care to the National
Association of Pharmacists;

•

Addressing the Geneva Conference of the International Federation of
Palliative Care on November 15, 2017.

Numbers
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•

100 biopsies

•

22 000 women informed

•

100 colonoscopies performed

•

51 people trained in the Early Detection of Breast and Cervical Cancers
(DPCSC) training program

•

1 doctor and 2 state nurses informed and trained in palliative care

•

55 early detection units set up in 9 provinces

1

339

228

Women referred for the cervix

Women referred for breast

1: Awareness initiative of the
mobile unit in Ndjolé
Initiatives for Women
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13
Students from the Ozavino incubator
in Libreville

5
Cohorts of scholarship students

Ozavino scholarships and Incubators

In order to ensure its economic development, Gabon needs all the dynamism
of its most vibrant elements, especially its youth, to play its part to the full in
a global context. The goal of the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the
Family is to allow young Gabonese people to acquire skills and become full
participants in the country’s development, ready to face the challenges of an
international context.
Launched in 2013, the Ozavino scholarship is a highlight of the Foundation’s
commitment to economic and human development through education. It
provides outstanding support to students as well as access to the best possible
studying conditions.
Over the course of the past 5 years, 17 young Gabonese students have had
access to internationally renowned institutions such as HEC Paris, McGill,
Sciences Po Paris (Institut d’études politiques de Paris), ESSEC, the Ecole
Centrale or the University of Toronto, to name but a few.
In addition, an «Ozavino incubator» was set up in 2014 and brings together
the best K10 (Seconde) students from Gabon’s State High Schools. This
concept was devised in order to help these young people build capacity prior
to their university years and win this scholarship
Project Description

In 2017 the Ozavino scholarship is in its 5th edition. It has helped identify
high-potential candidates and create a pool of varying skills to anchor the
country’s development, as well as support their academic progression in the
best schools and universities.
The programme offers comprehensive support for all the student’s needs:
school/university fees, ancillary costs linked to the selected courses,
accommodation, living expenses, travelling costs for exploration trips and
immersive language courses.
There are 10 scholarship students for the 2017-2018 school year. We have
welcomed a new scholarship student, Allison, from the Libreville incubator,
sponsored by the Union Gabonaise de Banque (UGB).
Four scholarships are reaching their term:
•

Aude, who has fared brilliantly as a student of the Institut National
des Sciences Appliquées, in Lyons, France, has graduated with a
Civil Engineer degree and Specialist Master Degree in tunnels and
underground works;

•

Yéléna, a student of English and German Law, is preparing for her
German Bar Exam;

•

Meïwen, in biological engineering at Polytech Nice Sophia;

•

Naquib, who holds a Master’s degree in Finance from the Ecole
Supérieure des Sciences Economiques et Commerciales (ESSEC) and is
a trainee at the Société Générale as assistant trader on the interest rate
derivatives of Benelux.
Initiatives for Young People
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The Foundation monitors the students’ academic evolution in conjunction
with the institutions they attend. This monitoring helps keep track of their
progress and prevent any possible academic difficulties.

1

As a result, in 2017 all the scholarship students validated their year. The two
students currently at Sciences Po (Adeline and Jowill) have joined partner
universities abroad for a year: The University of Victoria, in Canada, and the
University of Leiden, in the Netherlands.
The Foundation also assists its scholarship students with finding internships
in Gabon, in order to help them maintain a link with the realities of their
country and to develop a sense of community service.
This year 4 scholarship students have done their internship in Gabon:
•

Adeline, a social sciences student at Sciences Po Paris, interned at the
Office of the First Lady. She took part in the Education projects;

•

Jacqueline Reine, a medical student at Mohamed IV University, in
Morrocco, interned at the Cancer Institute of Libreville (ICL) and at the
University Hospital (CHU);

•

As for Marie, a student in hotel Management at the Institut Vatel, in Paris,
she interned at the Presidential Residence, in the quality management
department;

•

Finally, Célia, an economy student at HEC Paris, was placed with
the Directorate for the Promotion of Investments and Public/Private
Partnerships of the Ministry of Economy.

Alongside the Ozavino scholarship programme, the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba
Foundation set up the Ozavino incubator. Its goal is to identify the highest
achieving pupils in State schools starting in K10 (Seconde). Once identified,
they are offered a support programme until their last year of high school so
they can learn to develop methodology that will help them maintain their
academic achievement or increase it.
In partnership with the Ecole Ruban Vert, the Foundation offers high school
students at the Libreville incubator unlimited access to the school library, as
well as the option to sign up for extra-currcular activities offered by the school.
These initiatives allow them not only to associate with other students from
various countries, but also to interact in English and to learn new skills: public
speaking, development and implementation of an environmental project, etc...
The academic support and personal development that the Foundation
provided to the 6 students at the Libreville incubator helped them obtain their
baccalauréat with honours (mention bien or mention assez bien), which was
achieved by only 14.8% of students across Gabon.
However, only one of them fully met the Ozavino scholarship criteria. Allison.
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Focus on Allison, a new 2017 scholarship student, in partnership with UGB

An OZAVINO scholarship student from the previous cohort, Allison joined
the preparatory classes of the INSA (National Institute of Applied Sciences) in
Lyons, in September 2017.
After two years, she will join the INSA Biosciences program and train to work
in the field of biomedical engineering.

« The sky is the limit. As a
recipient of this scholarship, I
can continue my studies in good
conditions and get all the help I
need. After my two preparatory
years, I will be able to integrate
the Biosciences department at
INSA and follow my biomedical
training so, later on, I can
initiate training in this sector in
Gabon. »
Allison

Focus on Aude, working on the construction of Paris metro lines

« Thanks to the OZAVINO
scholarship, I am currently
working for Bouygues Travaux
Publics in the Île de France.
I work on underground metro
projects of the «Grand Paris
Express» (new metro lines in
and around Paris, which will be
put into service in 2024 for the
most part, during the Olympic
Games) »
Aude

As an Ozavino scholarship student for 4 years (2013-2017), Aude had a
brilliant academic career at the Institut National des Sciences Appliquées,
in Lyon, France. These 4 years of studies, fully paid for by the Scholarship,
culminated in a Civil Engineering degree and a Master with a specialty in
tunnels and underground structures.
The support of the OZAVINO scholarship allowed her go on several
language courses in England, in the United States, and to carry out work
placements, including one in Gabon.
She plans to return to her own country in the medium term to work on civil
engineering projects, and contribute to the construction of new infrastructure.
Numbers

•

17 Ozavino scholarship students

•

4 completed scholarships

•

4 trainee scholarship students in Gabon

•

1 financial partner: UGB

•

2 educational partners: École Ruban Vert and Campus France

1: Célia with her internship
supervisor
Initiatives for Young People
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+2800
More than 2,198 phone calls received
by workshop technicians for remote
technical assistance

1038
Mobility devices handed out since
2010

+465
Over 465 mechanical or electrical
repairs carried out

In Gabon, 37 789 people live with a disability. The most common types of
disability in our country are upper and/or lower limb disability, with more
than 15,000 reported cases, and total or partial blindness, with more than
14,000 cases.
However, despite public authorities’ interest in the promotion and protection
of persons with disabilities, the issues of care for this segment of the
population remain ever present. Improving their living conditions is a longterm goal that requires combined and tireless efforts.
As they are often subject to precariousness, isolation and unemployment, it is
difficult for people with disabilities to make use of the means to access public
buildings, basic social services, sports, cultural and leisure activities. Equal
access to education, vocational training, and employment remains a major
issue.
Project Description

In 2017, we focused on empowering people with reduced mobility to enable
them to blend in and integrate socially and economically into society.
In fact, people with disabilities of any kind are still victims of stigmatization.
They must fight the many obstacles they face on a daily basis.
The Foundation’s commitment was materialized by donations of mobility
equipment and the maintenance of equipment donated in previous years. A
solemn ceremony where the devices were handed out to the recipients was
held on November 30, 2017, during the International Day of of Persons with
Disabilities.
In total, 92 recipients from Libreville and further inland were provided with:
•

47 scooters

•

12 electric wheelchairs

•

26 hand operated wheelchairs

•

7 junior wheelchairs

The Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation, also supports people with reduced
mobility via the activities of the disability workshop.
Located on the premises of the Gabonese Red Cross, this workshop provides
preventive and curative maintenance of the equipment offered. Our various
recipients are supported by a team of technicians, who provide them with the
information and training required for a better use of the devices they have
received. Along the same lines, they have access to a shop stocked with spare
parts.

Initiatives for Solidarity
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In total, nearly 465 mechanical or electrical repairs were made in 2017, and
more than 2,800 calls were taken by technicians for remote consultation.

1

« I thank the Foundation for
giving me a wheelchair for my
son, so I will be able to take him
out more frequently. »
Ange’s Mum
(an 8 year old child with a congenital
disability)

« I thank the Foundation, for
giving me a wheelchair
and crutches. Now I am more
independent. Now I can go out
and go further afield. »
Christ
(20 years old, lost a leg to a traumatic
accident)
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« I want to thank the Foundation, I heard a lot about it. It was a
nun who directed me to ask for a child’s wheelchair for my daughter;
I didn’t know it would go through so quickly; I am happy and hope
that these actions will endure. Thanks again. »
Cristal’s Mum
(a 3 year old child with a congenital disability)

45 465 000
CFA francs allocated to the ArcEn-Ciel association for the care of
incarcerated minors and street youths

240
Food parcels distributed to poor
families

Preventing children from finding themselves in conflict with the law, as well
as caring and supporting them when they do, challenges the family as the first
framework of socialization, the community, public authorities, the children
themselves, private childcare structures and civil society organizations.
In Gabon, supporting juveniles in detention is a major challenge for public
authorities as they seek to comply with international standards. This reality is
all the more significant since the Government has placed youth as one of the
priorities at the heart of its policy. In view of currently applicable legislative
and regulatory texts, the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the Family
wished to support the actions undertaken by the Arc-En-Ciel association,
especially in matters of delinquency prevention, the support of young
people facing social difficulties, and their academic, family and professional
reintegration.
Project Description

Since 2011, the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the Family has offered
steady support to the Central Prison School in Libreville, in order to ensure
that imprisoned minors have a fair access to education, so as to better prepare
them for their release and social reintegration.
To date, nearly 400 minors have benefited from an educational supervision
program including literacy, French, mathematics and computer courses.

2

1: Ange, a wheelchair
recipient
2: View of a classroom in
prison
Initiatives for Solidarity
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«There were things I had
forgotten, that I learned again
and were brought back to me.
This year, I hope to learn even
more. When I get out, I’d like to
join an 8th grade class. »
J.C, 16, who was about to join 7th
grade prior to his incarceration in
2016.

In signing a partnership agreement with Arc-En-Ciel, the Foundation wanted
to vest this association - which has been very active and operational in the field
for the past twenty years - with the full implementation of its activities for the
benefit of minors in difficulty.
Minors can also receive support provided by professionals in various fields:
psychological support, help with legal and administrative procedures,
personalized monitoring for the preservation of family ties, and the
elaboration of a life project following their incarceration.
Similarly, the Foundation’s multifaceted support in terms of comfort, hygiene,
care and nutrition has helped to improve the living conditions of imprisoned
minors and young people housed in the reception centres of the Arc-En-Ciel
Association.
Numbers

•

90 minors present at the beginning of the academic year out of the 126
identified;

«Here, the teaching is good;
my goal is to go back to school
once I’m out and get computer
training, because I have a good
command of the Word software,
but not yet Excel.»

•

190 minors in custody (boys and girls) celebrated «The Day of the African
Child» on June 16 and enjoyed a festive meal;

•

693 hours of mathematics classes;

•

847 hours of French classes;

•

584 hours of induction classes;

•

40 hours of introduction to computers delivered by the teaching team;

M.N, 17, in 10th grade

•

105 hours of psychological monitoring and counselling;

•

192 hours of legal and administrative support;

•

50 young people supported by the Arc En Ciel and Espoir centres for their
3 daily meals;

•

111 minors were given hygiene and food kits on the eve of the Christmas
holidays.
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54 750 847
Meals served to street youths
throughout the year

Hours of French lessons

1: A few Arc-en Ciel children
at the Christmas cooking
workshop
Initiatives for Solidarity
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47
Patients accommodated

60
Per cent occupancy rate

29
Days for an average length stay

With its «Taking action against Cancer» programme, the Sylvia Bongo
Ondimba Foundation for the Family has forged a strong commitment around
the issue of cancer. Inaugurated in February 2017, la Maison d’Alice is a vital
structure for the care and support of cancer patients.
In addition to the accommodation and board solution offered to patients and
their families from every province in Gabon, la Maison d’Alice also extends
the offer of care of the Cancer Institute of Libreville in a complementary
and essential field: supportive care. Patients also benefit from social and
psychological support to help them manage the effects of the treatment,
reduce the stigma caused by side effects and better understand the disease to
improve their chances of recovery.
Project Description

La Maison d’Alice functions as a living environment allowing patients to
follow their care and treatment in optimal conditions. The goals of the
Foundation are as follows:
•

Provide accommodation to patients for the duration of their outpatient
treatment;

•

Make sure they undergo their chemotherapy and radiation sessions
regularly;

•

Improve their social and psycho-emotional conditions in order to reduce
treatment drop-outs and increase recovery rates;

•

Inform, educate and communicate about cancer screening, diagnosis and
treatment.

Since it opened, our Residential Care Facility has welcomed and
accommodated 69 residents, including 53 patients and 16 companions,
amounting to an occupancy rate of 60%. Among patients, there is a majority
of women, but also men and, unfortunately, also children. In 2017, the 47
residents are distributed as follows:
•

28 women;

•

15 men;

•

4 children;

•

The average length of stay is 29 days, and nearly 52% of patients come
from the following provinces: Estuaire, Haut Ogoué and Ogoué Maritime;

•

The most recurrent types of cancer 1 are: cervical (32%), prostate (16%),
breast (12%).

1

MDA Data 2017, taking into account the number of patients in residence.
Capacity for building a civil society
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Activities

To alleviate the suffering of the sick and help them live better with the disease,
a multidisciplinary team supervises and cares for each patient and their family.
This is the reason why several divisions have been set up to best meet their
needs:

« I was diagnosed in 2015.
Currently, I am in remission
and I go for check-ups every
3 months. This is my second
admission to la Maison d’Alice,
and I’m still amazed at what
Maman Sylvia Bongo offers us
every day. This disease is real;
women should do their screening
because life is worth living! »
Estelle, 38, cervical cancer patient in
remission, Port-Gentil
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•

The Nursing Division, which is in charge of monitoring the patients
general condition and managing the small pharmacy;

•

The Psycho-Social Division, for psychotherapeutic care, social support
and the education of young patients;

•

Supportive care refers to «all the care and support required by people with
serious illnesses, alongside specific treatments.» These are offered from the
beginning of the patient’s care, during and after treatments. The aim is
to reduce the side effects of the treatment of the disease, and to ensure a
better quality of life for patients and their relatives;

•

The Stewardship Division, which manages accommodation, catering and
laundry.

The residents of la Maison d’Alice can enjoy several types of care and support
activities, namely:
•

APA Health or Adapted Physical Activities: the practice of a physical
activity allows a reduction of about 25% of the level of perceived fatigue,
according to a report of the French National Cancer Institute, and it helps
improve self-esteem and anxiety/depression disorders.

•

Spiritual accompaniment, which helps to bring calm and restore hope to
patients.

•

Pilate, as a part of art therapy, which reveals the patients’ artistic potential
for therapeutic purposes.

•

Nutritional advice, which is tailored to the various pathologies and takes
into account the fact that various treatments for the disease alter taste and
appetite;

•

Acupuncture, which is one of the supportive care offers that is most
sought after by our residents. It relieves pain and counteracts some of the
side effects of chemotherapy and radiation therapy.

•

Cosmetic and beauty treatments or socio-cosmetic care. Because selfesteem is often battered by cancer and its treatments, socio-aesthetic care,
used as supportive care, is a precious help to patients. It helps restore
confidence for women living with cancer and shows them that they can

remain attractive and feminine living with the disease.
Numbers

In total, in 2017

«When I was told I had breast
cancer, I was very surprised!
Because I’m a man. I come from
Makokou and, due to a lack of
financial resources for my stay
in Libreville, I was taken to
a social worker to arrange for
my stay at la Maison d’Alice.
All essentials are given and
received here so that we can get
better. My treatment is going
well because I can be there on
the dates set for appointments.
Thank you to the First Lady for
the attention she gives us.»

•

1598 socio-educational and educational activities;

•

13993 meals served;

•

469 psychological counselling sessions for therapeutic purposes;

•

126 social assistance subsidies allocated;

•

100 beauty boxes offered to the patients of the Libreville Cancer Institute
and of the Maison d’Alice;

•

78 tailored physical activities sessions;

•

30 sessions of spiritual counselling;

Barthélemy, 53,
living with breast cancer, from
Makokou

Capacity for building a civil society
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The Foundation in
Numbers

Les
de la Fondation
été
certifiés
par leby
Commissaire
Thecomptes
Foundation’s
accounts ont
have
been
certified
auditors aux
comptes
Pricewaterhouse
Coopers.
Pricewaterhouse
Coopers.
Ressources
Foundation Fondation
resources
from Foundation
members 92%
A Donations
Dons Membres
Fondations
66%
companies
Enreprises
privées
5%
B Private
21%
ancillary
revenue
Autres
produits
accessoires
3%
C Other
13%
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Fondation
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for Youth
A Initiatives
Initiatives
pour les Jeunes
33%
16%
Initiatives
pour les Femmes 33%
B Initiatives
for Women
10%
Initiatives
pour la Solidarité 13%
9%
C Initiatives
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33%
32%
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E
E Foundation
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Frais communication
Fondation
F Foundation
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4%

Ressources
Ressources
financières
Financial resources

Donations
from Foundation
Dons Membres
Fondationsmembers

Enreprises
privées
Private
companies
Other
Autresancillary
produitsrevenue
accessoires

Dons
en nature
Donations
in kind

Enreprises
privées
Private
companies
Total des
ressources
Overall
resources

Montants
Amount
in francs
Francs CFA
CFA

Montants
Amount
in Euros
Euros

12 400
455 490
288 605
568
110
000
000
219 537 963
77 009
549 229
795
286

23 135
743 034,16
063.29
167
693.92
334 683,47
118 018,26
223.90
436

2
1 642
906 838
037 363
797

028735,89
981.11
24 905

Amount
in francs
Francs CFA
CFA
Montants

Amount
in Euros
Euros
Montants

13 271
440 267
559
226

20 490.00
344
948,32

22 132
656 309
278 064
922

34250
049684,21
471.11

Breakdowndes
of jobs
by Field
of Intervention
Répartition
Emplois
par Domaine
d’Intervention
Field of intervention
Domaines
d’intervention

Initiatives
Youth
Initiativesfor
pour
les Jeunes
Initiatives
Women
Initiativesfor
pour
les Femmes
Initiatives
Solidarity
Initiativesfor
pour
la Solidarité
Support
Community
Appui àtolathe
société
civile

Frais
généraux
Fondation*
Foundation
Overheads*

Frais de costs
Gestion
Running
Frais de Communication
Communication
costs

Total des
emplois
Overall
resources

Amount
in francs
Francs CFA
CFA
Montants

Amount
in Euros
Euros
Montants

842 922
358 035
551
328
864253
774 382
413
189
229 611
144 636
357
251
1 936
277 232
321
665 455

1 501
284 438,41
167.33
1 288
318 340.09
514,92
349 579,47
328.32
383
2
1 951
014 835.75
479,96

1 435 242 285

2 188 012,76

Amount
in francs
Francs CFA
CFA
Montants

Amount
in Euros
Euros
Montants

551 144
874 100
815
479
92524
420 784
117
81

841 450,47
327.73
730
140 283,73
893.56
124

644
932
560 294
668 884

982 734,20
221.29
854

2
572 169
253
1 580
995 911

3 042
934 746,96
057.04
3

*To ensure
social
impact,
our programs
are directly
administered
beneficiaries.
*Pour
garantir
l’impact
social,
nos programmes
sont
directementtoadministrés
auprès des bénéficiaires.
Assistance,
monitoring
and supervision
are carried
out directly
the Foundation,
which generates
a specific
costspécifiques.
structure.
L’aide, le suivi,
la supervision
sont réalisés
directement
par la by
Fondation,
ce qui génère
une structure
de coûts

The Foundation in Numbers

37

Our Partners

Our Partners

OUR INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS

PRESIDENCY OF THE REPUBLIC OF GABON

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

MINISTRY OF PUBLIC SERVICE

MAIRIE OF THE LIBREVILLE DISTRICT

OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER OF THE
REPUBLIC OF GABON

MINISTRY OF JUSTICE, KEEPER OF
THE SEALS

MINISTRY OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND
POPULATION

GENERAL STEWARDSHIP OF THE PRESIDENCY
OF THE REPUBLIC OF GABON

Gabonese
Red
Cross
Croix-Rouge
Gabonaise
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MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATION, DIGITAL
ECONOMY, CULTURE,
ARTS AND TRADITIONS

MINISTRY FOR FAMILY AND CHILD
PROTECTION

MINISTRY OF SOCIAL PROTECTION AND
NATIONAL SOLIDARITY

Our Partners

OUR TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL PARTNERS

THE SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE
OF THE SYLVIA BONGO
ONDIMBA FOUNDATION

HUA-JIA S.A

HÔTEL DU PARC

THE NETWORK OF WOMEN
SENATORS OF GABON

Our Partners
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Our Partners

OUR TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL PARTNERS

OUR PARTNER ASSOCIATIONS AND PARTNERS FROM THE COMMUNITY

ARC-EN-CIEL

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF
HANDICAPPED PEOPLE IN GABON
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Notes
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