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 105 550 Treated mosquito nets issued over the course of  11 years.

99 126 Food parcels and meals served to children and families in need for the 
past 6 years. 

94 119 Women screened for cancer since the launch of  the Pink October 
campaign.

39 222 Purple and pink ribbons knitted by the residents of  the Alice House as 
part of  the Pink October and International Widows’ Day campaigns.

4 136 Mobility devices issued nationwide since 2010.

1 150 Widows receiving food aid through mobile payments, via Airtel Money, 
since the launch of  the operation in 2020.

+400 Interactions between the Project Management Office and policy 
implementers under the Gabon Equality governmental program.

274 Cancer patients welcomed since the opening of  the Alice House.

 86 Cancer patients accompanied through home care since the creation of  
the Mobile Palliative Care Team in September 2017.

37 ENEDA Students fitted with hearing aids since the project began in 
2019.

36 Young girls and boys who have received scholarships since the launch of  
the “Ozavino” scholarship program.
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While we were all stunned by the impact of  the pandemic, 
we chose to gather our forces and support and assist in the 
implementation of  the Gabon Equality governmental program 
as a matter of  priority.
 
As a result, our country has built a revolutionary legal arsenal, 
eliminating all legal discrimination between men and women 
and bolstering the fight to end gender-based violence against 
women.
 
There is no greater happiness and emotion than knowing 
that this beautiful victory is the result of  years of  continuous 
actions, both great and small.
 
Today, as we look to the future with a sense of  
accomplishment, we are also making time to consolidate our 
programs in order to put a lasting end to unjust and degrading 
acts.
 
We want to express our gratitude to all our partners who have 
never ceased to place their trust in us. For the shared sorrows 
and joys, the causes supported and the battles won, I want to 
express my heartfelt thanks.
 
Together, let’s continue to break down barriers. 

Ten years and counting!

What if, as the Foundation marks its 10th anniversary, we look 
back to that first day when we decided to commit to serving our 
communities? If  we had to pick just one idea, just one passion, 
what would we hold on to among the fights we fought, the 
ideals we pursued, the inertia we challenged?
 
I believe that at the root of  it all was a fierce desire to break 
down the barriers of  injustice, whatever form it takes, in a 
profound expression of  solidarity. To be fighting the good fight 
everywhere human rights are abused, in the name of  dignity.
 
Still, in 2011, when we began advocating internationally for 
dispossessed and isolated widows, we didn’t quite fathom the 
full symbolic significance of  this act.
 
As Victor Hugo so rightly said, “Nothing is more powerful than 
an idea whose time has come.”

This seed we sowed at the heart of  our actions has taken 
root and blossomed. It has been put to work for the most 
vulnerable among us. Youth, to enable them - through the 
Equal Opportunity Schools or the Ozavino Scholarship - to 
access quality education and make their dreams come true. 
People living with a physical disability - helping to change the 
way people view their condition and encourage their personal 
development. Individuals and communities - so that they can 
tackle challenges and play a major role in their sphere of  
influence. Women and girls in our country. Breaking through 
barriers to reach out to them.
 
Getting closer to those who are afraid to ask, to confide, to lift 
the veil on their painful experiences. Advocating for their rights. 
The right to life, to respect, to freedom.
 
And the time has come.
 
2021 will be remembered as one of  the most important years in 
the history of  the Foundation and of  women in Gabon. It is the 
result of  painstaking and patient work that we have undertaken 
step by step, over time, alongside the Government and the civil 
society.
 
The health crisis we experienced could have wiped out years of  
advocacy to reduce gender-based inequalities. But instead we 
chose to push the limits even further. For them.

A Word from the President
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Governance, Values 
and Missions
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Governance 

Values

Missions

The Sylvia Bongo Ondimba 
Foundation for the Family relies on a 
values-based management approach. 
It favours solidarity, creativity and 
innovation and is shaped around 
a common culture geared towards 
public interest.

Our mission is to encourage all 
Gabonese people to become true 
development partners and the first 
actors of  their own success, so that 
everyone can benefit from these new 
opportunities

Honesty and Integrity
We operate in a professional 
environment based on trust and 
tolerance and we act with energy 
and objectivity for the benefit of  the 
majority.

Raise awareness of  themes 
neglected by the general public by 
speaking on behalf  of  those who 
cannot make themselves heard. 

Take action through the 
implementation of  tangible projects 
adhering closely to the needs 
expressed by the people

Innovate by offering creative and 
sustainable solutions focused on 
excellence.

Galvanise economic and political 
operators by enabling them to engage 
in an active approach, at national, 
regional and international levels.

Solidarity
We build capacity for individuals and 
communities to act together so that 
together we can find lasting solutions 
to their problems.

Complementarity
Our actions are designed to 
complement those of  public 
authorities. We work in collaboration 
with the authorities, as well as with 
organizations and companies that 
abide by our principles.

Professionalism
We strive to promote an inspiring 
and stimulating team spirit, where 
everyone is able to work effectively 
and thrive through tangible actions 
for the benefit of  all.

Family
We believe in what constitutes the 
bedrock of  our society and the heart 
of  the Gabonese Nation: our families 
and our communities. Our actions 
are geared towards strengthening 
family values at all levels. 

Our field of action is the entire 
population of  Gabon, especially its 
most vulnerable elements, so that all 
causes are heeded and heard.

Our strength lays in our familiarity 
with the matters at hand, our 
knowledge of  Gabon and our ability 
to mobilize and gather national and 
international expertise to encourage 
and promote the best initiatives as 
part of  an approach that relies on 
empowerment and accountability. 
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Initiatives for Women

Initiatives for Young People 

Initiatives for Solidarity 

Capacity building for civil society

We want to promote the role of  women within their 
families and give them a leading role at the heart of  our 
communities, by promoting their access to healthcare to 
fight against the most common non-communicable and 
communicable diseases.

We want to support, educate, guide and stimulate young 
people in school and university environments to give 
them a better understanding of  the professional world. 
We also want to empower them so that they can prepare 
for their future in the best possible conditions.

We want to assist vulnerable people by helping them find 
their place in society again and by associating them with 
the socio- economic development of  the country.

We want to contribute to access to healthcare and health 
for populations by providing them with key devices for 
common and utilitarian use. Along the same lines - via 
calls for projects - we want to bring our expertise and 
assistance to NGOs that work in the field of  solidarity. 
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Meeting between the President of the Sylvia Bongo 
Ondimba Foundation and the Regional Director of UN 
Women for West and Central Africa

The personal commitment of  the President of  the Foundation to the 
promotion of  Women’s Rights is attracting interest from advocates across the 
sub-region. The year 2021 was marked by a meeting with Mrs. Oulimata 
Sarr, Regional Director of  UN Women for West and Central Africa, and Mrs. 
Savina Ammassari, United Nations Resident Coordinator in Gabon.
 
This was a courtesy visit as part of  Mrs. Oulimata Sarr’s stay in Libreville as 
she met with the competent authorities in Gabon to discuss the possibility of  
opening a UN Women office in Gabon to implement its flagship programs, 
including: 

• Women’s economic empowerment;

• Women’s leadership and political participation program; 

• the program to end gender-based violence.

Mrs. Oulimata Sarr praised the leadership of  the Foundation’s President in 
promoting Women’s Rights for many years, especially her commitment in the 
fight against gender-based violence and widows dispossession.
 
She also praised Gabon for the Gabon Equality program, which is a model in 
the sub-region, in Africa in general and at the international level. Indeed, the 
Gabon Equality strategy is designed to advance the development of  equality 
between men and women focusing on several domains where inequalities are 
manifest.
 
Following this important meeting, Mrs. Oulimata Sarr and Mrs. Savina 
Ammassari met with the teams of  the SBO Foundation to better understand 
their commitments and various fields of  intervention. They also took the 
opportunity to pay a very moving visit to the Alice House, a living facility 
dedicated to the care of  cancer patients. 
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“There was a critical need to revise the legal framework and laws 
that caused inequality between women and men in Gabon.” 

Sylvia Bongo Ondimba,
President of  the Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the Family

“It would be worth exploring the feasibility of  a project to develop a 
gender-disaggregated data collection system to enable gap
analysis.” 

Savina Ammassari,
United Nations Resident Coordinator in Gabon

“Gabon Equality has propelled Gabon onto the international 
stage as a leading country in the promotion of  Women’s Rights. 
Gabon has become a reference, especially in Central Africa.” 

Oulimata Sarr,
UN Women Regional Director for West and Central Africa

1
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International Women’s Rights Day: Raising youth 
awareness on safe use of social media

In February 2021, the Gabonese educational community was shocked by the 
abuses observed on social media. Young girls’ increased vulnerability due to 
uncontrolled use of  the Internet was especially noted.
 
In collaboration with its partners, the Foundation initiated an awareness 
campaign on the dangers of  social media for young people as part of  the 
Gabon Equality Café organized on March 8, on International Women’s 
Rights Day - the theme was “Generation Equality and the safe use of  social 
media”.

High school students from the four districts of  the Greater Libreville took part. 

This Gabon Equality Café focused on the following goals: 
• Educate students on the dangers and opportunities created by digital 

technology; 

• Produce awareness materials developed by and for students. 

The Gabon Equality Café was structured in two parts. After listening to 
engaging presentations on the risks of  the internet, fake news, managing your 
digital reputation and the opportunities offered by social media, the students 
were divided into groups and asked to develop a solution to educate other 
students from their school on safe digital practices.
 
After a thorough deliberation, the jury, chaired by Mrs. Camélia Ntoutoume- 
Leclercq, Deputy Minister to the Minister of  National Education, awarded 
First Prize to the students of  the Mikolongo public high school in Okala for 
their awareness video. 

“Be careful what you share on 
social media because you never 
know who might be behind the 
screen. Social media makes it 
very easy to destroy a person.” 

Virginie Mounanga,
Executive Director of  the Blanc 
Cristal agency

1: The President of the 
Foundation with Mrs. 
Savina Ammasari and Mrs. 
Oulimata Sarr
 
2: Discussion with students 
at the Gabon Equality Café 

2
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Figures

Over 5,000 students logged on to Facebook to follow the live event

20 high school students involved in the event 

4 awareness-raising tools developed 

“Use social media to make your 
voice heard when you take a 
stand. Social media can help you 
become a leader.” 

Luck Ondias Souna,
Founder of  the Gabon Digital 
Business School

1

2
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Gabon Equality Café: 10th edition of International 
Widows’ Day

The year 2021 also marked the 10th anniversary of  International Widows’ 
Day, a day that was born out of  the battle waged by the President of  
the Foundation for the recognition of  their rights and suffering on the 
international stage. This anniversary was highlighted with a special edition of  
the Gabon Equality Café dedicated to widows.
 
This Gabon Equality Café focused on the following goals:

• Review progress made in the fight against the dispossession of  widows in 
Gabon; 

• Discuss the reality and consequences of  widowhood;

• Provide individual and concrete solutions to surviving spouses invited to 
the event. 

This meeting was structured in two parts. The first part, introduced by the 
President of  the Foundation, set the tone for the interventions of  experts 
on various themes relating to the reality of  widowhood and accounts from 
surviving spouses. The second part of  the Café was devoted to individual 
consultations with the experts in attendance in order to find concrete solutions 
to various individual obstacles. 

“Since my husband passed 
away, my children and I have 
been in conflict with the family 
of  the deceased. My sister-in-
law has taken legal action to 
recover property my husband 
left behind.” 

Paulette,
Widow

1: Work Session with students

2: Group photo of the award winners with 
the Deputy Minister to the Minister of 
National Education, the Chief of Staff of the 
First Lady and the Executive Vice President 
of the Foundation 

3: Gabon Equality Café “Special Widows” 
in the presence of the President of the 
Foundation 

3
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“It is a key element of  understanding to remember that bereavement 
is a painful experience in the life of  the surviving spouse; it is 
also a time of  great vulnerability and trauma for them. Harmful 
traditional rituals can damage the physical, moral and psychological 
integrity of  widows, aggravating symptoms and delaying their 
recovery process.” 

Isabelle Bongo,
Clinical psychologist

“It is essential that police units 
be alerted by the victim or a 
third party to establish the facts 
so the case can be filed with the 
criminal justice system.” 

Lieutenant-Colonel Sylvianne 
Moussavou,
Advisor to the Chief  Commander of  
the Libreville Police Prefecture

This third Gabon Equality Café proved a success. Its goals of  providing an 
intimate setting for discussion and offering solutions to surviving spouses were 
met. The surviving spouses in attendance felt safe and were able to share their 
painful experiences. They also noted the quality and caring support of  non-
governmental organizations such as the SBO Foundation and the Observatory 
for Women’s Rights and Gender Equality (ODEFPA), as well as the Ministry 
of  Social Affairs and Women’s Rights.

Figures

9 surviving spouses receiving support

6 estate law experts mobilized

1
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Pink October Campaign 2021

This year, as part of  the Pink October campaign, the Foundation wanted 
to reach out to female students in order to prevent female cancers in young 
women.
 
On the face of  it, the likelihood of  developing pre-cancerous lesions in this 
relatively young group is minimal. However, cancer is not an age-specific 
disease and acting on advice from healthcare professionals, the Foundation has 
placed more emphasis on raising awareness among the next generation.
 
To launch the screening campaign, the Pink Village of  the Sylvia Bongo 
Ondimba Foundation for the Family settled in the University of  Healthcare 
Sciences on October 1st and 2nd. A second Pink Village was set up on the 
grounds of  the Omar Bongo Ondimba University on October 4th. These 
were the first Pink Villages designed to cater exclusively to students for early 
detection and awareness of  female cancers.
 
They provided a number of  different spaces. 

An awareness-raising space, the reach of  which was increased thanks to an 
Urban FM radio station onsite. In addition, as part of  the Gabon Equality 
initiative, the dedicated team from the Ministry of  Health, which oversees 
sexual and reproductive healthcare policy implementation, was there to 
educate students on this topic. Another space: the Pink Wellness and Fitness 
area, which attracted a lot of  interest and was a source of  great fun and 
laughter. The students enthusiastically joined in the Pink Fitness and Zumba 
sessions, which were filled with music and colour. 

“At UOB, there are 40,000 
people with a very high female 
demographic. So I am delighted 
that this screening campaign is 
happening here as it is essential 
for our students.” 

Aurelia Henriette Massala,
General Secretary of  the Omar 
Bongo Ondimba University

1: The President of the 
Foundation speaks at the 
Gabon Equality Café 

2: Arrival of the ministerial 
delegation, chaired by the 
Prime Minister, at the Pink 
Village of the University of 
Healthcare Sciences 

2
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In addition, a mobile unit was set up with medical personnel in charge of  
screening and a psychologist young people could talk to freely, sharing their 
fears and providing answers to their questions.
 
Besides these first two sites, mobile teams, comprising members of  the 
midwives’ association and the medical students’ association, were deployed at 
the University Institute of  Organizational Sciences from October 18 to 29, 
and at the National Institute of  Management Sciences from October 25 to 29. 

Conferences and awareness sessions were also organized, in collaboration with 
the National Program for Cancer Prevention and Control. 

“I was able to do my first 
screening. The psychologist 
persuaded me and helped me to 
overcome my fear. Everything 
went well, I’m happy.” 

A student at the University of  
Healthcare Sciences

1

2

3
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Meanwhile, alongside the Ministry of  Health and the Ministry of  Higher 
Education, the Foundation has conducted information and awareness-raising 
activities in other higher education institutions in Libreville, Franceville, 
Moanda and Port-Gentil. Groups of  students from high schools in the 
provinces of  Haut Ogooué and Ogooué-Maritime had their questions 
answered and learnt more about cancer.

Figures

12 324 people screened nationwide

4 507 people reached directly in higher education institutions

1 671 students screened 

275 suspected cases identified among female students

25 universities and higher education institutions mobilized

3 provinces reached

2 Pink Villages set up

1: Urban FM radio special 
live from the Pink Village 

2: Pink Fitness with the 
students of the Omar Bongo 
Ondimba University

3: Pre-screening medical 
interview of a student 

4 and 5: Awareness-raising 
missions to high schools 
in the provinces of Haut 
Ogooué and Ogooué-
Maritime 

4

5
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World Malaria Day - Distribution of treated mosquito 
nets in high malaria incidence areas

As a result of  the Covid-19 health and economic crisis, WHO has projected 
that malaria deaths could double. Accordingly, the SBO Foundation has 
stepped up its commitment - effective and sustained since 2011 - in the fight 
against this pandemic, focusing on the most vulnerable target groups.
 
The Foundation has been working with the Ministry of  Health to implement 
a comprehensive strategy to reduce the prevalence of  malaria in Gabon. In 
collaboration with the National Malaria Control Program, a team travelled to 
the 7 provinces identified as areas with high malaria incidence, to distribute 
treated mosquito nets and raise awareness among the general public about 
their use and prevention of  this disease.
 
Mosquito net distribution missions took place in 29 departments throughout 
7 provinces of  Gabon. Guided by local medical teams, we reached out to the 
most vulnerable populations and met them in their own environment. 

1

3

2

4



2021 Highlights 21

“Malaria is the main cause 
of  death in Ngonie. There are 
many recorded cases, especially 
among children. Evacuations 
from healthcare centres to 
Regional Hospitals are 
common.” 

A resident of  Ngonie

The distribution involved kicking off the delivery process in each département. 
The FSBO teams, along with the National Malaria Control Program teams, 
and with the support of  itinerant medical staff, went door to door to raise 
awareness and provide supplies.
 
This operation reached out to people who have difficulty getting around and 
those living in remote areas. Pregnant women, children aged 0-5, and the 
elderly were priority targets for mosquito net distribution. 

Figures

33 199 treated mosquito nets distributed

7 high malaria prevalence provinces served 

1 launch event at La Plaine Ayémé

5

1: Launch of the mosquito 
net distribution campaign 
at La Plaine Ayémé with the 
Minister of Health

2, 3, 4 and 5: Distribution of 
mosquito nets in the various 
provinces of Gabon
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Opening of the neurovascular unit at the Libreville 
University Hospital Center

On October 18, 2021, a neurovascular unit was inaugurated at the Libreville 
University Hospital Center. The unit has five beds, all fitted with state-of-the-
art equipment donated by the Foundation.
 
This unique endowment provides optimal care for people suffering from 
cerebrovascular accidents (CVA). Today, the medical team can provide an 
early and precise diagnosis, start a specific treatment and better prevent 
possible complications.
 
This endowment is in line with the FSBO’s ongoing commitment to the fight 
against non-communicable diseases, including cancer and CVAs. It also comes 
in the wake of  a study entitled “Characteristics of  cerebrovascular accidents 
in Gabon” that the Foundation had commissioned and that was carried out 
throughout the country, involving 1,851 participants, identified in both urban 
and rural areas. 

“The management of  CVA 
relies on the neuro-vascular 
unit (NVU), which has a 
very high degree of  efficiency 
in reducing mortality, 
disability and the risk of  
institutionalization. There are 
major inequalities in stroke 
management worldwide and 
particularly in Africa. In sub-
Saharan Africa, there are only 
a few NVUs, including Benin, 
Congo Brazzaville, Burkina 
Faso, and Côte d’Ivoire; and 
Gabon has been added to this 
list since October 18, 2021, 
thanks to the Sylvia Bongo 
Ondimba Foundation.” 

Professeur Philomène Kouna 
Ndouongo,
Neurologist, Head of  the NVU

1

2
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The endowment from the Foundation comprises the following: 
• 1 cervical and transcranial ultrasound device

• 1 gasometer

• 1 defibrillator

• 4 portable ultrasound devices 

• 5 lightweight respirators

• 5 full monitors

• 5 syringe drivers 

• 5 portable electric aspirators 

Figures

70 ischemic and haemorrhagic CVA patients admitted

0 deaths

1, 2 and 3: CVA Unit of the 
Libreville University Hospital 
Center

3
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“It is a great privilege for the International Federation of  Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies to visit these beautiful facilities, 
which are sources of  life and healthcare. In my capacity as Vice-
President, I offer heartfelt congratulations and encouragement from 
the International Federation.” 

M. Abdoul Aziz Diallo,
Vice-President for Africa of  the International Federation of  Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies

“I would like to congratulate 
you on this wonderful 
initiative which addresses an 
important need for the most 
vulnerable populations. It 
provides them with a very 
professional environment 
and technical support, with 
people listening and assisting 
them. As Head of  the IFRC 
Central Africa delegation, I 
am very happy to have been 
able to visit this structure with 
a touch of  Gabonese culture. 
Congratulations and many 
thanks.” 

Thierry Balloy,
Head of  the IFRC Central Africa 
Cluster delegation

The Alice House visitors

As it has done over the years, the Alice House continues to attract prestigious 
guests, such as the ministerial delegation of  the Togolese Republic, 
representatives of  international institutions such as the Commonwealth or the 
International Federation of  Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, as well as 
corporate partners and donors.
 
Although visits to the Alice House were reduced due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, the Foundation’s Vice President and her team continued to take 
guests on tours of  the various spaces and supportive care provided to the 
residents of  the living facility. Emotion and inspiration are always in the air, as 
evidenced by these few words from our visitors. 
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“Warming words for such 
an important cause. I was 
so touched by the care and 
thought that has gone into this 
initiative for cancer patients. 
Three of  my godmothers and 
my father died of  cancer so 
this is a cause that is close to 
my heart. Keep it up and thank 
you for showing me around.” 

Dr. Maximilian Graham,
CEO, Space for Giants

“I am deeply moved and 
delighted by my visit to the Alice 
House. An example that should 
be emulated for the well-being 
of  people with cancer. You can 
count on UN Women.” 

Oulimata Sarr,
UN-Women Regional Director for 
West and Central Africa

“A great and wonderful project to meet the needs of  people who are 
in distress and vulnerable, leaving no one behind and promoting 
equality. Congratulations on establishing a true centre of  
excellence.” 

Savina Ammassari,
Resident Coordinator for the United Nations in Gabon
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“A great initiative and a 
beautiful project to help 
women affected by cancer in 
Gabon. Congratulations and 
congratulations again to the 
First Lady Sylvia BONGO 
ONDIMBA and to the entire 
team of  the Foundation and 
the Alice House.” 

Farid Chedid,
President of  the ASCOMA Group

“It is an honour and privilege 
for the Commonwealth 
membership assessment 
delegation to have visited these 
beautiful facilities. This is 
an important and excellent 
contribution to fostering greater 
equality, inclusion and social 
care in Gabon. We warmly 
commend and congratulate 
Her Excellency the First Lady 
and the team at the Alice 
House.” 

Linford Andrews,
Policy Advisor to the 
Commonwealth Secretariat
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“Bravo and thank you for 
all your actions in favour of  
women and children. Through 
these you are proving that 
nothing and no one can stop 
women. Your vision is a credit 
to you.” 

Mme Félicité Esther Zeifman, 
Secretary General of  the 
International Network of  Women 
Lawyers

“The Alice House is a lovely testament to solidarity and social 
inclusion. It is a great source of  motivation and inspiration. 
Congratulations to the initiators, especially to the First Lady, Mrs. 
Sylvia BONGO ONDIMBA. Bravo! May you be richly blessed.” 

Victoire Tomegah Dogbé,
Prime Minister of  the Togolese Republic
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Gabon Equality Program

In order to make Gabon a model of  gender equality on the African continent, 
the Strategy for the Promotion of  Women’s Rights and the Reduction of  
Gender Inequalities calls for the implementation of  an action plan to improve 
the welfare of  women in society. This action plan is composed of  33 corrective 
measures, split into 7 areas of  intervention: fight against gender-based 
violence, education, healthcare, family law, economic participation, political 
participation and women’s diplomacy.
 
Acting on instructions from the President of  the Gabonese Republic, the 
Government is in charge of  implementing these measures, within the scope of  
the Gabon Equality Program over a period of  three years.
 
The Foundation is supporting the implementation of  this three-year program 
in addition to its own engagement in the promotion of  women’s rights and in 
the fight against gender-based violence. 

Project description

This multi-faceted commitment has two main components. Besides the 
additional activities it has conducted in collaboration with its partners, 
the Foundation has supported the implementation of  the Gabon Equality 
Program, including the set-up of  a Project Management Office in charge of  
monitoring the actions. Working with the firms Roland Berger and Norton 
Rose Fulbright, this global coordination body has been involved not only in 
steering the project but also in communication, legal and operational aspects. 

32
Measures monitored by the Project 
Management Office as part of  the 
Gabon Equality governmental program

1

1: The President of the 
Foundation with consultants 
from Roland Berger and 
Norton Rose Fulbright 
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“For instance, there were some inequalities in certain provisions 
regarding the effects of  marriage, particularly with regard to the 
wife’s duty of  obedience to her husband.
According to the Convention on the Elimination of  All Forms of  
Discrimination against Women, all human beings are equal before 
the law. In fact, duties between spouses must be reciprocal, so this 
part of  the provision was removed as it created a discrimination of  
the woman’s right against the man’s.”

Isabelle Maganga,
Judge at the Court of  Appeal in Mouila

Activities in 2021

2021 is the first year of  implementation of  this program, under the leadership 
of  the Prime Minister’s Office of  the Republic of  Gabon. As part of  this 
process, the Project Management Office, under the aegis of  the Foundation, 
has assisted ministerial departments in incorporating the measures of  the 
Strategy for the Reduction of  Gender Inequality and in implementing the 
pilot phases. It also provided particular support to implement two specific 
measures: the planned Shelter for women victims of  violence in Libreville, 
and the consolidation of  the training scheme for professionals involved in the 
implementation of  the Gabon Equality Program.

“The laws are there. What is 
being done right now is just the 
fruition of  a long-term effort.” 

Honorine Nzet Biteghe,
Senior Justice, President of  AWLN 
Gabon and ODEFPA

1
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“Empowering women is 
essential for the development of  
a country.We are fortunate to 
have a President who believes 
in women’s leadership and 
our First Lady has accelerated 
the process. Women should be 
encouraged and trained. Without 
the tools to do so, they cannot 
seize opportunities. They must 
be supported so that they can 
succeed.” 

Pepecy Ogouliguendé,
Founder and President of  the NGO 
“Malachie” 

Since the first year of  the program’s implementation, the Foundation’s 
support has yielded considerable results. Over a period of  12 months, the 
Project Management Office has helped ensure the successful launch of  the 
roadmap and the first significant impacts have been observed. The Republic 
of  Gabon has passed three laws to enforce the fight against gender-based 
violence and the legal recognition of  men and women as equals. This legal 
overhaul has also been backed by imperative and innovative measures, such 
as the introduction of  a single emergency number for reporting gender-based 
violence and the launch of  a program to support pregnant girls and young 
mothers in school to prevent them from dropping out. 

Figures

Over 400 Interactions between the Project Management Office and policy 
implementers under the Gabon Equality governmental program

8 monitoring committees set up

4 steering taskforces involving the Foundation 

2

1: Group photo of the 
members of the Gabon 
Equality Steering Committee 

2: The President of the 
Foundation and the Prime 
Minister visit the photo 
exhibition on Gabonese 
women 
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Webinars in collaboration with Women In Africa

In collaboration with the pan-African platform Women In Africa (WIA) and 
Gabon Equality, the Foundation organized a series of  three webinars focusing 
on reforms carried out in Gabon to reduce gender-based inequalities and 
promote women’s socio-economic integration.

The first webinar, broadcast on November 24, 2021, was entitled “How does a 
country transform with and for women?”.
 
Speakers discussed the development process of  the Strategy for the Reduction 
of  Gender Inequality, the implementation of  the Gabon Equality Program for 
the 2020-2023 time period, as well as the laws recently enacted as part of  the 
Program.
 
They also expressed their belief  that the Gabon Equality Program is a 
major step in reducing gender inequality in Gabon and the importance of  
raising awareness on a wide public scale to highlight the contribution of  this 
governmental effort to promote the well-being of  the Gabonese family.
 
The second webinar, entitled “There can be no basic human rights without 
women’s economic rights”, was broadcast on December 10, 2021 and 
informed the participants about legislative developments and government 
actions to promote the economic empowerment of  Gabonese women and to 
fight economic violence directed at them. 

+ 3 800
Total views for the three webinars 

452
Registered participants in the three 
webinars

1



Initiatives for Women 33

Our country must take into account the aspirations of  Gabonese women in 
the 21st century and reconnect with our traditions, which place women at the 
heart of  communities and of  resource production.
 
Finally, during the last webinar on February 22, 2022, participants discussed 
the challenge of  engaging the public to ensure that legislative reforms have 
an effective impact on people’ everyday lives. More specifically, they discussed 
the major role played by civil society as a relay for awareness in communities, 
the need for the private sector to be involved in transforming society, and the 
responsibility of  the media in changing mentalities.
 
The webinar series, moderated by Vanessa Adande, WIA Ambassador to 
Gabon and Managing Partner at Ellipsis, featured high-level experts such as: 
 
• Mrs. Erlyne Ndembet md. Damas, Minister of  Justice, Keeper of  the 

Seals, in charge of  Human Rights and Gender Equality; 

• Mrs. Madeleine Berre, Minister of  Employment, Public Service, Labour, 
and Vocational Training; 

• Ms. Paula Tavares, Senior Gender Specialist at the World Bank; 

• Mr. Olivier Gillibert, Principal at Roland Berger; 

• Mr. Loïse Tamalgo, General Delegate for Eramet in Africa. 

1: Poster for the first WIA 
Talks webinar titled “How 
does a country transform 
with and for women?”
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Context

Studies show that early screening for breast and cervical cancers can reduce 
mortality rates for affected women by 25%.
 
In 2014, the Foundation launched the Breast and Cervical Cancer Early 
Detection Program programme, in collaboration with the Ministry of  Health. 

In addition to setting up screening units in local medical centres with a 
basic range of  services (staff training, renovation and fitting out facilities, 
providing medical equipment and supplies), sustained prevention awareness-
raising initiatives are deployed nationwide using a variety of  communication 
channels: posters, television adverts, radio adverts and social networks. 

To improve the management of  women’s cancers in Gabon while also taking 
into account socio-cultural factors, the Foundation has coordinated its “Action 
against Cancer” program to align with the recommendations of  the study on 
Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices on cancers, conducted throughout Gabon 
in 2021. 

1

1 2

43
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Publication of the Cancer Plan 2022-2024

The Foundation has commissioned the development of  a new Cancer Plan 
covering the 2022 - 2024 time period. The development process for the plan 
involved all the major stakeholders in cancer care in Gabon, including the 
Ministry of  Health, Military Health, the Libreville Cancer Institute (LCI), 
the Akanda Army Training Hospital, the Jeanne Ebori Hospital, and the 
University Hospital in Libreville.
 
This new plan promotes a national coalition in the fight against cancers, with 
a particular focus on increasing cancer awareness and improving technical 
facilities and treatment infrastructures.
 
The Foundation played its part via the “Pink October” campaign, conducting 
awareness-raising activities alongside the National Cancer Control and 
Prevention Program. As a result of  this effort, women were referred to the 
appropriate screening units so that they could learn more about their status.
 
Meanwhile, suspected or confirmed cases are referred to LCI physicians for 
treatment throughout the year. For all inland cancer cases, the Foundation 
offers housing options at the Alice House, which first opened in 2016. 

5

1, 2; 3 and 4: Archive photos 
of the Breast and Cervical 
Cancer Early Detection 
program actions since 2014 

5: Work session during the 
development of the 2022 - 
2024 Cancer Plan. 
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World Cancer Day: Virtual conference-debate on the 
value of social science research in the fight against 
women’s cancers

In collaboration with the Union for International Cancer Control (UICC), the 
Foundation organized a virtual conference-debate on World Cancer Day.
The topic was: “Social science research in the fight against women’s cancers in 
Africa”, the exchanges were led by Professor Ernest Belembaogo, Director of  
the Libreville Cancer Institute.
 
This conference, attended by the Vice President of  the Foundation along 
with a number of  African and European experts, was an opportunity for the 
SBO Foundation to present the results of  the study on Knowledge, Attitudes 
and Practices (KAP study) about cancer carried out in partnership with the 
Department of  Biostatistical Epidemiology and Medical Informatics of  the 
Faculty of  Medicine in Libreville and the Institute of  Epidemiology and 
Tropical Neurology of  the Faculty of  Medicine in Limoges. This ground-
breaking study aims to assess the knowledge, aptitudes, and practices of  the 
Gabonese population with respect to cancers, particularly female cancers, in 
order to improve prevention and awareness policies. 

“The Gabonese KAP study 
is an extremely important 
contribution when it comes to 
knowledge about the various 
hurdles and opportunities in the 
fight against cancer. Thanks to 
the quantitative and qualitative 
data provided by the study, 
essential information is available 
to adapt and ensure that the 
National Cancer Control Plan is 
as effective as possible.” 

Mélanie Samson,
Senior Manager at the UICC

2

1
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The virtual conference allowed the medical community and the general public 
to exchange ideas, expertise and experiences on cancer management with 
those involved in the fight against cancer.
 
Some of  the issues addressed included: 
• the importance of  research to better define and redirect national health 

strategies; 

• the role of  social sciences in the fight against cancer; 

• the importance for countries in the sub-region to keep cancer registries up 
to date in order to have reliable data on cancer incidence; 

• the role of  civil society in the fight against this scourge. 

The Health Minister, Dr. Guy-Patrick Obiang, encouraged such initiatives 
to better define and redirect national healthcare strategies. He congratulated 
the SBO Foundation for commissioning this KAP study, which will provide 
Gabonese policymakers with hard, factual data to better understand the 
barriers to cancer awareness, screening and treatment.

“This study is a reference 
document for future cancer 
studies in Gabon and adds a 
significant resource to the African 
database on cancer epidemiology 
in Africa.” 

Dr Guy-Patrick Obiang,
Health Minister

Figures

93 people attended the online conference

7 speakers including 4 international experts 

6 countries represented

1 Cancer KAP study presented to the public

1 and 2: Participants to the 
Virtual Conference-Debate 
on World Cancer Day 

3: The Health Minister 
participating in the Virtual 
Conference-Debate

3
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Mobile palliative care team

Context

Faced with the inequalities in the provision of  care for populations living in 
isolated areas, the Foundation has focused on providing support for cancer 
patients outside the medical environment. With the support of  the LCI, a 
palliative home-care unit was created.
 
Palliative care at home requires the intervention of  specialized resources. 
Medical teams assigned to this project by the Foundation and the LCI travel 
to see patients in order to perform medical procedures while also providing 
advice and support to families. 

Project description

The dedicated team is deeply involved with patients and assists them 
throughout their cancer treatment. It is coordinated by Dr. Precilla Tsitsi, 
an oncologist from the Cancer Institute, who is coordinating the program. 
The number of  home visits has almost doubled this year and is scheduled 
according to the patients’ healthcare status.
 
In order to build capacity for the mobile palliative care team, Dr. Tsitsi 
provides continuing education with a focus on pain management. 

Figures

409 bandages applied 

360 home-care visits made to recipients 

“3 months ago, the mobile team 
started coming where I live in 
Essassa with my retired father. 
It’s such a relief ! I’m very 
embarrassed that I’m dependent 
on my father. At my age, I 
should be the one taking care 
of  him, but unfortunately the 
disease has crushed me.” 

Annick, 51,
Mother of  3, suffering from breast 
cancer

18
People supported at home and provided 
with bandage kits

1
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“We’ve been in Libreville for a year because of  my wife’s health 
issues. I left behind everything in Oyem to be by my wife’s side. 
It’s hard, the comings and goings for chemo and all the tests that 
need to be done. We have no financial resources, the bandages that 
you come to provide at home really help us, it saves us from leaving 
Akébé to go all the way to Angondjé, thank you very much!” 

Vincent, 66,
Farmer, husband of  Valerie, 60, suffering from breast cancer

“I know my patients beyond 
their capacity as ‘patients’; 
they are sons, daughters, 
parents, grandparents. I can 
better understand how their 
medical problems affect their 
lives.” 

Self,
Mobile palliative care team nurse

1: A patient surrounded by 
her family 

2: The palliative care team 
visits a patient at home 

2
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For its second edition, the Agathe Okumba d’Okwatsegue Award, which 
distinguishes Gabonese community actors working for the promotion of  
Women’s Rights, was focused on economic empowerment for Gabonese 
women. Associations were invited to submit a project as part of  their 
application.
 
Following the call for proposals - which ran from February 10 to March 15, 
2021 - FSBO teams conducted field surveys and a number of  interviews to 
collect details about the applicants and proposed projects.
 
As a result of  this process, three associations were awarded a total prize 
of  50,000,000 CFA francs. The the NGO “Malachie” was awarded first 
prize, with a 30,000,000 CFA francs cash prize, to extend its capacity-
building and micro-credit program to women shopkeepers and women 
living with disabilities. The two incentive awards were presented to the 
Salesian Sisters for consolidating their literacy and training program for 
economically disadvantaged young women, and to the National Association 
of  the Blind and Amblyopic of  Gabon for building capacity of  its members 
and revitalizing its income-generating activities, particularly the artisanal 
production of  banana chips.
 
The President of  the Foundation was delighted to visit the Salesian Sisters’ 
school and vocational training centre. She praised their commitment to 
building a better future by investing in quality, values-based education for 
both children and young adults. A truly selfless service to the community that 
deeply touched and inspired her. 

3
Economic empowerment projects 
underway

1

“This is the official recognition 
of  a commitment to vulnerable 
people. I dedicate this award to 
those who pioneered this vision 
and who have left us too soon, 
and to the committed volunteers 
who work tirelessly day and 
night.”

Pepecy Ogouliguendé,
President of  the NGO “Malachie”
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“All our activities are designed 
to help women become literate. 
My dream is that each and every 
one of  them can be literate, can 
be autonomous, can live with 
dignity as part of  society and 
within their family. A literate 
woman has all the tools to claim 
her full rights and can also help 
her family and society.” 

Sister Virginia Hernandez,
Project Manager for the Salesian 
Sisters of  Don Bosco Association

2

3 4

5

Figures

41 applications received

3 award-winning associations 

1: Group photo with the recipients of 
the Agathe Okumba d’Okwatsegue 
Award
 
2: Mrs. Pepecy Ogouliguendé, 
President of the NGO “Malachie”, 
recipient of the First Prize 

3 and 4: The recipients of the 
Incentive Awards, Mrs. Arlette 
Mengue Bibang, President of the 
National Association of the Blind 
and Amblyopic of Gabon, and Sister 
Virginia Hernandez, Project Manager 
for the Salesian Sisters of Don Bosco 
Association 

5: The President of the Foundation 
and the Deputy Minister to the 
Minister of National Education visit the 
Salesian Sisters’ “Don Bosco” Centre
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National awareness campaign on current legislation 
protecting the surviving spouse in matters of 
inheritance 

Despite a decade of  advocacy, which ultimately led to national and 
international recognition of  the multi-faceted violence inflicted on widows, 
many widows are still subjected to it.
 
As part of  the 10th International Widows’ Day celebrations, the Foundation 
travelled throughout the provinces of  Gabon during the months of  June, July, 
and August to provide information and raise awareness among the population. 
This operation was run in collaboration with the provincial offices of  the 
Ministry of  Social Affairs and Women’s Rights, which, among other things, 
assists surviving spouses in the administrative process as they seek to have their 
rights recognized.
 
These awareness and discussion sessions were an opportunity for the FSBO 
to give a voice to widows and gather information about their experiences 
and expectations. According to the locality, the awareness of  the rights of  
the surviving spouse is unevenly distributed, as is the persistence of  physical 
or psychological violence. In addition, most widows deplore the delays in the 
administrative processing of  their files and the socio-economic difficulties they 
encounter. This assessment is a key step to fine-tune our actions and deepen 
our engagement for an equitable society, respectful of  the rights of  each 
individual. 

386
Widows benefiting from the “Widows’ 
Special” operation via Airtel Money

1
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“My in-laws force me to share 
my deceased husband’s pension 
with a son who is over 30 years 
old, born from his previous 
marriage. It is shared every other 
month.” 

Statement from a widow from Haut 
Ogooué

“During my widowhood, my in-laws stole my husband’s legal 
papers and tore up our children’s birth certificates. Now I don’t know 
how to send them to school.”

Statement from a widow from Ngounié

In addition to this outreach operation, the Foundation has conducted the 
second phase of  the Airtel Money “Widows’ Special” operation, aimed at 
widows who did not benefit from the 25,000 CFA francs cash transfer in 2020. 

Figures

32 widows’ associations informed 

9 provinces reached

1 and 2: Raising awareness 
among widows about the 
legal and administrative 
process for surviving 
spouses 

2
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Context

Enabling talented young Gabonese individuals with strong leadership 
potential to gain access to rigorous academic training at internationally 
renowned institutions in order to contribute to the efficient construction of  
Gabonese society; this is the purpose of  the Ozavino Scholarship.
 
Established in 2013, this scholarship offers optimal holistic care, including 
funding for tuition and living expenses and personalised support, so each 
student can fulfil their ambitions and dreams. 

Project description

In 2021, as the Foundation reached its 10th anniversary, the Ozavino 
Scholarship was in its 9th year, a testament, if  ever there was one, to the 
importance and primacy given to education within our organization.
 
This year, the family has once again grown with the addition of  a bright 
young girl with great human qualities. Her name is Kyria and she is enrolled 
in the Biomedical Engineering program at Queen Mary University of  
London. As with previous scholarship recipients, we have provided her with 
various forms of  support to ease her integration into her new institution and 
help her begin her student life with peace of  mind.
 
We have also stepped up our support for the other scholarship students, 
providing counselling and psychological support to help them get through the 
ongoing Covid 19 pandemic, which affects them all the more because they live 
far from home. Besides the deteriorating social connection, with its associated 
isolation and confinement, they had to adapt to new academic approaches 
and requirements. This personalized support proved highly successful, with 
all scholarship students completing their year with exceptional grade point 
averages. 

“I am very aware of  the trust 
placed in me and will do my 
best to honour it. It’s like a 
dream... I am very grateful to 
the President of  the Foundation 
for all her work and for the 
opportunity she has given me to 
be part of  a bigger project, the 
development of  Gabon. And to 
me, that’s a great honour.” 

Kyria,
Biomedical Engineering student at 
Queen Mary University of  London

1

1: Jacqueline Reine, one of 
our scholarship students, 
visiting the Alice House
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“Thank you very much for this 
afternoon spent together. What 
a pleasure to see you. Thank 
you, once again, for your time 
and attention.” 

Aymeric,
King’s College London student, 
on an exchange year at Science Po 
Paris

“This internship taught me 
a lot about working in a 
laboratory and biomedical 
analysis. I had the opportunity 
to hone my technical skills 
and I was introduced to 
malaria parasitology diagnosis, 
biomedical and haematological 
analysis, and basic research. 
These wide-ranging skills are 
a real asset to any scientist and 
the experience I have gained from 
them is a huge advantage in my 
career.”

Grenic,
Biology Student at Manchester 
University

During the summer break, from July to September, we had the pleasure of  
welcoming four of  them for an internship in Gabon.
 
Tristan Guerick, attending the Faculty of  Sciences at the University of  
Montpellier, joined the FSBO team to work in Program support. He took 
part in field missions with surviving spouses and was involved in the mobility 
devices allocation process for people living with a motor disability.
 
Mireille and Grenic, both biology majors at New York University and 
Manchester University respectively, joined the medical community and 
rotated through various medical laboratories in Libreville.
 
As for Emma, enrolled at the Grenoble School of  Management, she joined 
the Gabon Oil Company team. 

1

2
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“I am extremely touched that 
you travelled thousands of  miles 
just to come see me! It feels really 
good and gives us encouragement. 
Over the past two years, I 
haven’t had a single visit from 
my family. The Ozavino 
Scholarship is really unique.” 

Enzo,
Student in Robotics at the ENSTA, 
in Brest

This year, the Foundation’s Vice President, Dr Simone Mensah, was able to 
resume the Ozavino tour, which had been put on hold for two years due to 
the health crisis. Most of  the countries where our scholarship students were 
staying were still subject to travel restrictions.
 
However, she did travel to France, and covered many miles, from Paris to 
the foothills of  the Alps in Grenoble, all the way to the ocean shore in Brest, 
meeting our scholarship students where they study and live. It was a great 
opportunity to deepen relationships, better appreciate the challenges they face, 
and provide some valuable advice and encouragement. 

4

3

1: Julie during her hospital 
internship in Morocco

2: Grenic on an internship 
at the University Hospital in 
Owendo

3: The Vice-President of the 
Foundation visits Tristan in 
Grenoble

4: Enzo at his internship 
as an assistant engineer in 
France
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Context

In 2018, in an effort to improve the well-being of  children in schools, the 
Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation for the Family initiated the “Equal 
Opportunities School” project, with the ENS B, located in an under-served 
area of  the 1st District of  the Commune of  Libreville, as the pilot school.
 
This pilot project, developed over a period of  three years, was set up in 
collaboration with the Ministry of  National Education, following the request 
of  the population, in response to the unsanitary and insecure conditions that 
were undermining the school.
 
And this was how we came to rehabilitate the ENS B elementary school, 
increase security and improve educational activities. 

Project description

Since 2018, the Foundation has constantly broken new ground to bring 
additional educational programs to the ENS B, as well as making numerous 
endowments to add to the institution’s learning environment.
 
The last three years have seen a strong interest from neighbourhood residents, 
with a significant increase in applications with each new school year. This 
school, once shunned by the local community, now provides a healthy learning 
environment for children from the neighbourhood and beyond.
 
The introduction of  computer and English classes has proved very popular 
with parents of  the students, who are constantly praising their children’s 
progress.
 
In 2021, a remedial program was put in place for struggling students, 
providing reading and writing support, as well as French and math tutoring. 

100%
Pupils take part in English classes and 
computer training from the age of  4

“I was able to pick up my son’s 
back-to-school supply voucher for 
the 6th grade. Thanks again to 
the Sylvia Bongo Foundation for 
its support to the students of  the 
ENS B applied training school.”

Father of  Serge David,
a former student of  the ENS B

1
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“Parents congratulate us, saying that the children have better grades 
when they start 6th grade.”

Claude Minlame Mve,
Director of  the ENS B

“Since the Foundation began 
renovations, it has become 
interesting. I used to go to school 
here when I was a student too, 
but it has changed a lot since 
then. The school looks much 
better, they do introductions to 
computers and English for the 
children.”

Mother of  Gaël and Monica, 
students at the ENS B

In order to encourage civic values and environmental awareness, the 
Foundation has continued the introduction to sustainable development 
program in collaboration with the Eco Logik association. The 4th year 
students attended two weekly nature awareness workshops and opened their 
minds to the biodiversity of  our country.
 
Three years into the project, an evaluation of  the “Equal Opportunities 
School” project at the ENS B will help guide reflections on the quality of  the 
program and determine whether it should be continued or even duplicated in 
other primary schools in Gabon. 

Figures

4 field trips to the Raponda Walker and Sibang arboretums 

1 remedial program introduced

1: Computer courses for 
students of the ENS B

2: Tour of the Sibang 
Arboretum

2
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Context

To this day, people with disabilities remain marginalized and excluded from 
society: they have difficulty accessing basic services, leisure, culture, sports, 
quality education and employment.
 
As part of  its efforts to improve the learning and social integration conditions 
of  young hearing-impaired children, the Foundation has been strongly 
and continuously involved with the National School for Hearing Impaired 
Children (ENEDA) since 2013. This engagement comes in many different 
forms: training in differentiated and adapted teaching methods for educators, 
setting up artistic creation workshops, providing support for a group of  
students and teachers to go to the “Sourd métrage” festival in Nancy, helping 
with the rehabilitation of  the school, setting up a psychomotricity room and a 
multimedia centre.
 
The Foundation decided to do even more by supporting medical rehabilitation 
of  hearing loss for ENEDA students, with a focus on individualized treatment 
according to the specificities of  individual pathologies. 

Project description 

The focus of  the project is to ensure that young people in vulnerable situations 
have equal rights and opportunities in education by eliminating barriers that 
may limit their participation and academic achievement.
 
An initial group of  13 students received hearing aids in 2019. At the start 
of  the 2020-2021 academic year, the Foundation provided the school with a 
state-of-the-art technical platform, as well as numerous endowments to the 
audiophonology department to give the school greater autonomy and improve 
the monitoring of  students already fitted with hearing aids. 

100%
Of  students attend a weekly speech 
therapy program 

“God blessed us when our son 
was fitted with a hearing aid. 
From the very first day, we 
realized that he could hear noises 
in the car. When he has his 
hearing aid in, there is no need to 
shout, the message gets through 
more quickly. He used to be quite 
withdrawn, now I think he is 
coming out of  his shell. He even 
goes to dance classes.”

Flore,
Mother of  a student with a hearing 
aid 

1
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“Since she got her hearing 
aid, my daughter is more 
independent; the device has 
helped her a lot. She can hear 
sounds like thunder and objects 
dropping to the ground. Now she 
pays more attention to things, 
it’s easier for us to manage. She 
can say a few words now, like 
‘papa’ or ‘auntie’.
It’s wonderful.”

Astier,
Father of  a student with a hearing aid

Activities in 2021

Following the identification work completed in 2020, 23 new students were 
fitted with hearing aids in January 2021. A total of  37 students fitted with 
hearing aids enjoyed better conditions for speech therapy, carried out directly 
at school. This year, in order to ensure that each student receives regular 
auditory care, the rehabilitation program has been incorporated directly into 
the weekly schedule.
 
The school has also welcomed new students, thanks to the video clips on 
hearing loss awareness produced by the Foundation and broadcast on 
television channels and social media.
 
Taking its commitment to equality for all a step further, the Foundation, 
in collaboration with choreographer Michaël Anicet, continued the dance 
program with the students. The students learned choreographies that they 
skilfully performed during the end-of-year show, giving free rein to their talent. 

Meanwhile, classes in computer literacy were organized at ENEDA, thanks 
to computers and internet connection provided by the Foundation, allowing 
learners to familiarize themselves with new Information Technology. 

Figures

1 dance programme set up
1 computer training program introduced

“My daughter used to be really 
confrontational, when she saw 
people talking, she thought they 
were saying bad things about 
her. Since she got a hearing 
aid, she has changed a lot, 
she communicates better with 
others. She has ‘hearing’ friends 
and when she talks to them, 
her friends understand.”

Arlette,
Mother of  a student with a hearing 
aid

1: Hearing aid fitting

2: Dance class for the 
students with Michael Anicet 

3: ENEDA’s computer room 
renovated and equipped by 
the Foundation 

2

3
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Context

According to the latest General Census of  Population and Housing, there are 
15,429 cases of  upper and/or lower limb disabilities and 14,206 cases of  total 
or partial blindness in Gabon. 

Socio-economic integration for people living with disabilities is an essential 
element of  the Foundation’s actions for this segment of  the population. This 
year, we have stepped up our support for people living with motor and hearing 
disabilities, and we have broadened the scope to include people with visual 
impairments, especially students with albinism. This is because the genetic 
disorder that affects them impacts their eyes and causes severe eye dysfunction 
that cannot be resolved simply by wearing glasses, which in turn causes 
difficulties for them, especially in school. 

Project description

Field visits to associations of  people with visual impairments and people with 
albinism helped us identify their needs, with a view to providing them with the 
most equal opportunities possible in their school and work life.
 
To address the expectations of  the members of  the Association for the 
welfare of  people living with albinism, the Foundation provided them with 
monoculars that allow them to see at a distance. This replacement device is 
very useful for students as it makes it easier for them to read any writing on a 
blackboard.
 
As for the blind or visually impaired people of  the National Association of  the 
Blind and Amblyopic of  Gabon, they were provided with white canes as an 
additional mobility aid. 

“For the first time, I will see 
what’s written on the board. I 
want to thank the Sylvia Bongo 
Ondimba Foundation.” 

Sarah,
Student in her 3rd year of  school 
(2nd grade), who received a 
monocular 

31
Monoculars donated to children with 
albinism

1

1: Handing out monoculars 
to visually impaired 
pupils and students of 
the Association for the 
welfare of people living with 
albinism



Activity Report 202154

“The white cane is a daily 
companion. With it, we can 
move around like anyone else.
 It is like our eyes. Those who 
didn’t know how to use the cane 
will learn how to use it and 
discover its importance in the 
life of  a blind person, a visually 
impaired person or a person 
suffering from sight loss.”

Katia,
Special education teacher and 
recipient of  a white cane

Besides, in order to inform people and raise their awareness about hearing 
loss, the Foundation produced several video clips in the “La minute de 
l’audition” series, in partnership with professionals in the field. They are 
designed to educate people about this matter and inform them about the care 
options available in Gabon.

48
White canes donated to visually impaired 
persons

2

1
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“I feel great joy because it is 
the first time that I am getting 
a wheelchair that will make it 
easier for me to move around. 
From now on, my ordeal with 
taxis will be over. I thank the 
FSBO for this donation. My 
hope is that those who have not 
yet received a wheelchair, can get 
one.” 

Rodrigue,
Sales representative, recipient of  an 
electric wheelchair 

Also in support of  people with motor disabilities, a weekly committee has 
been set up to deal with the allocation of  mobility devices. It is a forum 
where various requests can be analysed, discussed and decisions made. 
Based on predefined criteria, priority allocations were made to students and 
professionals.

Figures

375 repairs carried out in the workshop

327 subsidised spare parts

93 mobility devices issued

“I am impressed and quite 
emotional over the work that has 
been done on my scooter. I am 
really pleased with the way this 
scooter, which had been out of  
service for a year, was repaired 
free of  charge. They’ve done a 
very professional job on it.” 

Denis,
Civil servant, recipient of  second-
hand spare parts

1 and 2: Training members 
of the National Association 
of the Blind and Amblyopic 
of Gabon for the use of 
white canes

3: Michaël, 2nd year law 
student, recipient of a 
scooter from the Foundation

4: Marina, clinical 
psychologist, recipient of a 
scooter from the Foundation 

4

3
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Context

Alongside the Arc-en-Ciel association, the Foundation maintained its solidarity 
program in favour of  juveniles in conflict with the law at the Libreville Central 
Prison. We believe that it is essential to take care of  these young people and 
we have been sponsoring educational and healthcare activities.
 
This year, the partnership with the Arc-en-Ciel association focused on legal 
issues so as to help avoid juveniles serving more than their full prison sentence. 
In fact, during the project’s last evaluation, there was evidence that a number 
of  juveniles remained in prison even after their court-ordered sentence 
had been served. The legal aid has played a key role in court to ensure that 
juveniles are released immediately after the planned period of  incarceration. 

Project description

The “Prison Solidarity” project aims to defend the rights of  incarcerated 
juveniles, to restore their dignity and self-confidence through the educational, 
psychological and legal support needed to successfully reintegrate them into 
society and prevent repeat offenses. 

To date, 243 juveniles have been assisted by the multidisciplinary team set 
up for this project. Individual or group interviews are conducted regularly. 
These exchanges with them enable us to gather essential information to 
better understand their identity, their legal situation, and the difficulties they 
encounter, and then to develop an appropriate follow-up plan. 

The juveniles are supported through a socio-educational program, legal-
administrative assistance and a post-release reintegration program. 

243
Incarcerated juveniles attending school

1 2
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Since a school for juveniles was established, the authorities have opened an 
examination center inside the prison, an opportunity for the most highly 
motivated to graduate while in detention.
 
During school breaks, various workshops were organized - drawing and 
graphic design, sculpture, decorative artefact making and highway code 
lessons - to get the juveniles out of  their prison routine.
 

“We would like to thank 
you most sincerely for your 
educational, psychological, legal, 
and academic support, for the 
food kits you have so kindly 
offered us throughout the year, 
and for the professional training 
you facilitate during and after 
incarceration.” 

A juvenile detainee

In recognition of  the Foundation’s interventions in the Prison, a medal was 
awarded by the Major General, Chief  Commander in charge of  Prison 
Security, during a ceremony held at the Alice House.

Figures

944 food and sanitary kits distributed 

322 ongoing legal cases handled on a regular basis

214 juveniles receiving psychological support

61 juveniles with overrunning prison terms released after legal steps were 
taken

“We thank you for all the good 
deeds you have done for us. It is 
with great joy that we offer you 
our sincere thanks.”

A juvenile detainee

1: Computer courses for 
young women in prison

2: Young detainees during 
classes

3: Stencil t-shirt decoration 
workshop 

4: Presentation of a 
medal of recognition from 
Penitentiary Security to Mrs. 
Simone Mensah, Executive 
Vice President of the 
Foundation

4

3
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Context

The partnership between the Foundation and the Arc-en-ciel association 
extends to the Espoir center with the aim of  protecting street children and 
victims of  trafficking. At the Espoir center, girls and boys receive immediate 
support from a team of  professionals specialized in the psycho-social handling 
of  various forms of  child abuse.

The partnership between the Foundation and the Arc-en-ciel association 
provides food support to the young residents of  the two centers managed by 
the association. In addition to these youths, the association supports the most 
vulnerable neighboring populations who request food aid. 

Project description

In 2021, the Espoir center provided accommodation for 45 girls and 22 boys. 
They are monitored through the various services offered and 39 homeless 
youths have also been helped through an external monitoring process.
 
Support for juveniles released from prison, care for street youths, and family 
mediation are the core actions of  this program. Young people are interviewed 
to establish a reintegration plan in collaboration with their family.
 
The association also reaches out to impoverished families living in 
underprivileged neighborhoods. Each year, the Foundation provides food aid 
to support these populations. 

105
Children receiving support all year 
round

1
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“I want to thank you for the food 
aid you provide. We know that, 
besides our families, there are 
people who are thinking about 
us. Family is not just about 
sharing the same blood. May 
God give you back what you 
have given us.”

Lyne,
Resident

“On behalf  of  all the children 
at the center, I want to thank you 
because now we know that we 
are not alone. Thanks to you, we 
feel like family and like we are 
loved. Thank you very much.”

Eli,
Resident 

As part of  the post-release reintegration process, young people wishing to start 
a professional activity receive financial support and support in many different 
ways, with the involvement of  their families. However, results in this area are 
still insufficient to meet expectations since the social context is not conducive 
to the reintegration of  children in difficult situations.

Figures

15 345 food parcels and meals served to children and families in need 

66 children housed at the centre

3 minors in training

1: Children at the Espoir 
Centre

2: A child from the Espoir 
Centre learning woodcutting

3: The Arc-en-Ciel 
Association managers 

3

2
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Context

The work of  the Covid 19 Solidarity project has been influenced by the global 
health context marked by successive waves of  pandemic outbreaks. As a result, 
the Foundation decided to carry on with its actions in favour of  vulnerable 
people to help them get through these difficult times.

Project description

In the second year of  the Covid Solidarity project, the Foundation has chosen 
to intensify its action in support of  child protection structures and associations 
for people living with disabilities, who are further affected by the health crisis. 
For instance, we have provided food aid to the residents of  the Welcome 
Centre for Children experiencing social hardship (CAPEDS) and, with the 
support of  the association “Un jeune, un sourire”, to those in the care of  the 
orphanage “La Maison de l’Espérance” and the Association of  Destitute and 
Abandoned Orphans (AEODA).
 
However, solidarity with widows has not slackened. The Foundation 
proceeded with the second phase of  the “Airtel Money” operation, which 
involved allocating the sum of  25,000 CFA francs to surviving spouses who, 
during the operation carried out in 2020, were unable to receive this financial 
contribution because they had not been identified in time.
 
The Foundation also reached out to people living with motor or hearing 
disabilities within their associations to provide them with support in many 
ways. 

386
Recipients of  the Airtel Money “Widows’ 
Special” operation

1
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“I am very pleased with the 
food aid we have been able to 
provide to the orphans thanks 
to the Foundation. Thank 
you to the entire Foundation 
team.”

Marc-Antony,
Supervisor of  the association “Un 
jeune, un sourire”

“I have no words; these food 
kits will be a huge help to 
feed the children for weeks 
to come. Thank you for your 
contribution.”

Supervisor of  the orphanage “La 
Maison de l’Espérance”

It also welcomed requests from neighbourhood groups. A total of  2,700 food 
kits, comprising basic necessities, were distributed, as well as a large supply of  
surgical masks to our partners who are regularly reaching out to populations 
throughout the country.

Figures

128 000 surgical masks issued 

2 700 food kits issued to families in need

1: Distribution of masks to 
people living with HIV and 
their families 

2: Selecting food items for 
the food kits 

2
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Context

In 2016, the SBO Foundation founded the Alice House in order to provide 
accommodation for cancer patients living in remote areas, making it easier for 
them to receive treatment at the Libreville Cancer Institute.
 
Living with cancer is not only a challenge for the physical body, it is also a 
great psychological and emotional ordeal for the patient. Their way of  life and 
their relationship with others are affected. 

The year 2021, like the previous one, saw the continuation of  the Covid 19 
health crisis, with patient lockdown as a consequence. In this peculiar context, 
the provision of  care for the residents of  the Alice House was stepped up. The 
staff paid close attention to their needs and provided increased “supportive 
care” to give them the best possible quality of  life, both physiologically and 
psychosocially. 

A total of  77 people, for whom cancer is either diagnosed or suspected, have 
been welcomed at the Alice House and received support from our partners: 
the CNAMGS, the Ministry of  Health and the Libreville Cancer Institute. 

77
Patients accommodated at the Alice 
House

1

1: A resident during the 
Christmas celebrations at 
the Alice House
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Project description

Admission and accommodation of  suspected cases
Women from inland regions, who had been screened throughout the year and 
as part of  the Pink October campaigns, were admitted to the Alice House to 
undergo further testing. Among other things, this helped limit the number of  
women who were unaccounted for after their first screening and improve their 
care during their stay in Libreville, with a newly set up monitoring committee 
comprising point persons from the Ministry of  Health, the CNAMGS, and 
the Foundation.
 

“Listening to the others talking, 
I freed myself  from my inner 
pain, I removed the bad 
thoughts!”

Corine, 48,
a resident originally from Port- 
Gentil, taking part in a discussion 
group

2
Young patients who passed their CEPE

1

1
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The Alice House as a CEPE examination centre
Along with the medical supervision provided by doctors of  the Libreville 
Cancer Institute, we have offered educational support for two young patients. 
In most cases, cancer for children means a disruption of  the educational 
environment. Consequently, the school program needs to be adjusted to the 
child’s health status so that they can have the best possible intellectual and 
social-emotional development.

Both Ericia and Dorice were able to pass their CEPE exams with flying 
colours.
 

“As a mother, having a child 
with cancer is not to be desired! 
Everything had fallen apart 
around me, I spent nights 
crying, lamenting the fate of  my 
daughter. But, four years ago, the 
Foundation saved us... Yes, we 
were cared for in the hospital, 
we were accommodated in the 
Alice House where all the staff 
looked after us. My daughter 
passed her CEPE as she was 
staying there and I even built my 
house in Mbigou with the money 
from the ribbons sold during the 
Pink October campaigns. This 
morning, I am trembling at the 
thought of  flying for the first 
time; I am traveling to South 
Africa with my daughter. I was 
told that she is going to be fitted 
with a prosthesis so she can 
move around better. God is great, 
I want to thank the Foundation 
with all my heart. Thank you 
Mama Sylvia, thanks to the 
Alice House my daughter got 
all the care she needed at the 
hospital. The next check-up is 
scheduled for July 2022, which 
means my daughter’s health is 
improving...”

Clémence, 38,
a resident from Mbigou, mother of  
Ericia, a young patient 

4

3

1 and 2: Christmas mass 
and meal at the Alice House

3 and 4: Ericia and Dorice 
taking the CEPE exam
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Stepping up supportive care
The Alice House provides a space where patients are encouraged to express 
themselves artistically. There is a genuine enthusiasm for the practice of  art 
both among residents and support staff. As the basketry activity began, the 
residents were thrilled to see little baskets take shape under their fingertips.

1

2
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Pink October activities at the Alice House
Dressed in the colours of  the Pink October campaign, the team enjoyed a 
variety of  activities combining art therapy, personal well-being, conviviality 
and entertainment: painting, basketry, creating homemade cocktails from 
fruits and vegetables.

Figures

15 379 meals served to residents and on-call staff 

10 200 pink ribbons knitted by residents for the Pink October campaign

264 therapeutic counselling sessions organised to help patients and their 
families

243 physiotherapy & acupuncture consultations to improve residents’ 
functional abilities and quality of  life 

3 in-house cancer conferences held to build staff capacity 

3 4

5 6

1 and 2: The social 
coordinator in charge of the 
Alice House exchanges with 
residents doing basketry 

3 and 5: Painting workshop

4: A resident teaches 
basketry to the Vice 
President of the Foundation

6: Organic juice making 
workshop
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A

A

B

C

D

E

F

B C

A
Donations from 
Foundation members

86%

B Private companies 1%

C Other ancillary revenue 13%

A Initiatives for Young People 16%

B Initiatives for Women 6%

C Initiatives for Solidarity 10%

D
Capacity building for civil 
society

43%

E Foundation running costs 14%

F
Awareness and 
communication campaigns

11%

The Foundation’s accounts have been certified by 
Pricewaterhouse Coopers auditors.

Foundation Resources

Foundation use of funds

The Foundation 
in Numbers
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Resources

Use of Funds Breakdown by Field of Intervention

Financial resources Amounts in CFA Francs Amounts in Euros

Donations from Foundation members 1 342 685 180 2 046 910,36
Private companies 4 947 500 7 542,42
Other ancillary revenue 207 345 901 316 096,79

1 554 978 581 2 370 549,56

Fields of intervention Amounts in CFA Francs Amounts in Euros

Initiatives for Young People 310 288 032 473 031,06

Initiatives for Women 113 934 011 173 691,28

Initiatives for Solidarity 188 651 439 287 597,26

Capacity building for civil society 856 175 464 1 305 231,08

1 469 048 946 2 239 550,68

Donations in Kind Amounts in CFA Francs Amounts in Euros

Private companies 45 829 463 69 866,57

Overall resources 1 600 808 044 2 440 416,13

Foundation overheads * Amounts in CFA Francs Amounts in Euros

Running costs 286 878 185 437 342,97

Awareness and communication campaigns 214 928 377 327 656,20

501 806 562 764 999,17

Overall use of funds 1 970 855 508 3 004 549,85

*To ensure social impact, our programs are directly administered to recipients.
Assistance, monitoring and supervision are carried out directly by the Foundation, which generates a specific cost structure. 
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OUR INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS

MINISTRY OF JUSTICE, KEEPER OF THE 
SEALS AND HUMAN RIGHTS

MINISTRY OF HIGHER EDUCATION, SCIENTIFIC 
RESEARCH, TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER, NATIONAL 

EDUCATION AND CIVIC TRAINING

MINISTRY OF SOCIAL AFFAIRS AND 
WOMEN’S RIGHTS

PRIME MINISTER OF THE GABONESE 
REPUBLIC

MINISTRY OF HEALTH

MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR
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OUR INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS

Croix-Rouge Gabonaise

OFFICE OF THE UNITED NATIONS RESIDENT 
COORDINATOR IN GABON
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OUR TECHNICAL PARTNERS

OUR FINANCIAL PARTNERS

ATMOSPHERE

YHINE MINING

WOMEN’S UNION OF THE 
GABONESE DEMOCRATIC PARTY
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OUR ASSOCIATIVE AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTNERS

ARCHDIOCESE OF LIBREVILLE PARISH OF OUR 
LADY OF LOURDES

ASSOCIATION FOR THE FIGHT FOR 
THE WELL-BEING OF ALBINOS

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PERSONS WITH 
DISABILITIES OF GABON

SALESIAN SISTERS OF 
DON BOSCO
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Notes




